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We Value

Diversity.

WE BELIEVE
IN PEOPLE

Education.

Police Make 14 Arrests In St.
Petersburg Brawl------------

History.

January 13 - 19, 2005

radic fights continued on
nearby streets until after
midnight, police said.
Police arrested seven
adults and seven juveniles
on charges ranging from
battery on a law enforce
ment officer to disorderly
conduct. A police spokes
man did not return a phone
call Sunday.
City council member
Virginia Littrell said resi
dents in the downtown
condominium complexes
have complained of unruly
behavior by teens.
“We need to figure out
what's going on and fix* it,"
Littrell said. “We've got to
make downtown a whole
some family environment,
where it's safe and com
fortable and everyone is
having fun."

GAPP Program Assures Youth
That It’s Okay To Waif----------

Trenia Cox and Ron Dock received special recogni
tion awards from GAPP for their outreach efforts
with the program.
photos by Rassi

Guest speaker Dr. Marilyn Fudge,

by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
LARGO - Last Sun

See inside for
The Weekly
Challenger's
special Dr. M.L
King edition!

day, nearly 100 teenagers
committed themselves to a
new beginning, armed with
the information, resolve
and support to reach their
life goals.
The support comes
from a program called
GAPP - an acronym for the
Greatness, Attitude &
Potential Program. GAPP

gathers in help from the
community and trained
professionals for a program
that gives teenagers the fac
tual information they need
to make life choices, and
also help their parents learn
how to help and support
their children.
The GAPP program
was created by Program
Director Andree Sunnerville as a way to decrease
Pinellas County’s high rate

GAPP program participants and Jon Marina, a com
munity educator with the North Greenwood Aquatic
Recreation Center.

does not guarantee that
there are not serious reper
cussions years later.
Because of the serious
nature of these diseases and
problems they cause,
Fudge stated that frank and
open discussion was criti
cal and that parents should
prepare themselves to dis
cuss those matters with
their children.
Addressing a family
audience that included ele
mentary school children,
could happen to them, only* Fudge gave examples of
someone else. That in diseases such as genital
cludes the teens she sees warts and human papillo
who are pregnant or have a maviruses that might cause
STD.
no symptoms or problems
Fudge said she had now, but can cause cancer
seen teenagers with the or infertility years later, de
deadly HTV vims that has spite medical treatment.
Fudge told the youth
no cure, who were also
pregnant. She added that
although some sexually
GAPP
transmitted diseases are
treatable with a pill that continued on pg. 4
of teenage pregnancy and
sexually transmitted dis
ease (STD).
The graduation and
commitment
ceremony
held at the Largo Cultural
Center featured guest spea
ker Dr. Marilyn Fudge, an
obstetrician and gynecolo
gist at Bayfront Medical
Center. She said that teen
agers think they have all
the facts, feel invincible
and do not believe that seri
ous disease or a pregnancy
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ST. PETERSBURG
(AP) - Dozens of people
got into a brawl at the
BayWalk entertainment
complex, drawing about 60
police officers to the scene.
Fourteen people were ar
rested, but no one was seri
ously injured.
The fighting began
Friday night with a group
of teens near the Muvico
theater, and grew to dozens
of people pushing and
throwing punches in the
center of the courtyard,
business owners said.
“We were scared," said
shop clerk, 21-year-old
Alexa Baracani. “It was
pretty intense."
Police quickly broke
up the fight and cleared
teens from the courtyard
about 11 p.m. under the
complex's curfew. But spo-

We Value

P™“

......13-15

Classifieds...................................................... 16

Pastor Tarver, his wife, Marsha, and members of the church celebrate.
by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
CLEARWATER
Peace on earth seems elu
sive in these, days of hatespawned wars that include
some fought in the name of
god, yet peace and love is
what filled a comer of the
world where 150 souls
gathered in God’s name for
a banquet to celebrate love.
The gathering was in
celebration of Pastor Flem
ing Tarver of St. John
Missionary Baptist Church
photos by Linda Young
as he celebrated more than

20 years of dedicated ser
vice. The 85-year-old
church is located at 1500
Pennsylvania Ave.
in
Clearwater and Tarver
commutes from south St.
Petersburg. The members
filled the hall at the Martin
Luther King Center in
Clearwater Saturday after
noon.
Some ministers never
last that long at a congrega
tion because of transfers to
another church or dis
missals by warring factions
of their congregates. The
Rev. Troy Adams, the sen
ior youth pastor at St. John
said that their denomina
tion does not move minis
ters around. "It’s just a
blessing for him to be able
to be there for 20 years."
Then there are the min
isters who make the news
because they transgress
moral codes.
That seems an unlikely

Tarver
continued on pg. 13
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Civil Rights Slayings
Divide Mississippi Town

Neshoba County circuit
judge Marcus Gordon,
left, waits outside the
county courthouse as
Mississippi Highway
Patrol Trooper Eddie
Hunt, background,
stands guard as lawmen
investigate a bomb
threat, Friday, Jan. 7, at
the courthouse.
Moments earlier,
Gordon presided at a
hearing where reputed
Ku Klux Kian member
Edgar Ray Killen was
arraigned on murder
charges in the slayings of
three civil rights workers
more than 40 years ago.
After a thirty minute
search, the building was
reopened.
by Shelia Byrd
Associated Press Writer
PHILADELPHIA,
Miss. - The arrest of for
mer Ku Klux Kian leader
Edgar Ray Killen in one of
the most horrific crimes of
the civil rights era was for
some a satisfying culmina
tion of a long-delayed hunt
for justice. But others here
would rather forget the
crime, along with the stain
of violent racism it left on
the town.
Killen, 79, and his
wife, Betty Jo, have lived
in the same house for 40
years and are familiar fig
ures in the small, rural
Mississippi town that
became infamous with the
1964 slayings dramatized
in the
1988 movie
"Mississippi Burning."
James Chaney, a 21year-old black Mississip
pian, and two white New
Yorkers, Andrew Good
man, 20, and Michael
Schwemer, 24, were am
bushed by Klansmen, beat
en and shot. Killen, who
was arrested Thursday, is
the first to face state mur
der charges in their deaths.
Long a focus of suspi
cion, Killen made a liveli
hood from farming, operat
ing a sawmill and preach
ing to a small congregation
at Smyrna Baptist Church.
He's old now - a tall,
thin man with a balding
head. He is being held in
isolation at the Neshoba
County Jail and pleaded in
nocent Friday to three
counts of murder.
County NAACP Presi
dent Leroy Clemons said
the arrest brings relief to a
community haunted by the
ghosts of the slain young
men, and helps heal long
open wounds.
"There's been a feeling
of futility over the years

Reputed Ku Klux Kian
member Edgar Ray
Killen waits in the
Neshoba County
Courthouse in
Philadelphia, Miss., to be
arraigned on murder
charges in the slayings of
three civil rights workers
more than 40 years ago.
AP Photos/Rogelio Solis

'For years nothing hap
pened,' said Jewel
McDonald of
Philadelphia, Miss., fol

lowing the arraignment
of reputed Ku Klux Kian
member Edgar Ray
Killen of Union, Miss.,
on murder charges for '
the 1964 slayings of
three civil rights work
ers. 'Now we have mur
der charges against
someone because we
know someone killed
them,' said McDonald
. whose mother and
brother were beaten by
nightriders the night of
the murders. 'It just sad
dens me to know it took
40 years to do this,' said
McDonald, who later
about nothing being done,"
said Stanley Dearman, the
retired editor and publisher
of the weekly newspaper,
The Neshoba Democrat.
"The case is just as current
now as it was the night the
murders were committed,
legally and morally."
Wilford Barrett, whose
barber shop sits across the
street from the county
courthouse, thinks the 41year-old slaying of three
civil rights workers should
stay where it is: in the past.
"It's been so long ago," he
said. "I wouldn't mess with
it."
At Barrett's Barber
shop, Kenneth Wells snorts
when asked if he believes
the preacher is a killer.
"He's a preacher. He
wouldn't have done noth
ing like that. Everybody
knows Edgar Ray Killen,"
said Wells, a 64-year-old
lifelong resident of Phila
delphia.

Indictments
continued on pg. 6
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A knowledge of
history brings a feeling
of fellowship that runs
through the ages - be it

a territory, a village, a
district, or a nation. To
live without history is
likened to living with

out a form of memory.
To be without history
is to live without roots
or a past, with the

present having no real
foundation, and very
little meaning for the
future.

The Weekly Chal
lenger is committed to
featuring articles of all
ethnic culture for the

reading enjoyment of
both the young and old

American dollar as long as
we stay blind to the tools
that our adversaries use and
thrive off of; we will con
tinuously be looked upon
as second rate citizens. We
must muster every realm of
economics, from credit to

very different fronts at the
same time. First, we are
fighting a “war against
poverty.” In this world,
only the strong survive.
Each and every day must
be used effectively to
advance ourselves farther
away from the poverty line.
The negative effects of
poverty has robbed many
of our brethren of their
opportunities to thrive here
in America, due to the
handicapped mentality that
is so many times accompa

generations.
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Step Up To The Plate
by Sean Lewis
Each and every AfroAmerican is aware of the
obstacles set in place to
hinder much *of the
progress that they might
attempt in their struggles of
everyday life. With this
being a fact, we as a race
must evolve and obtain the
knowledge to advance our
tactics in the campaign that
we have been involved in
since our arrival into this
country. Many of the tac
tics that were employed by
our forefathers,
have
become archaic and are no
longer as effective as they
once were. While combat
ing our foe called racism,
we must step up our efforts.
The marches, sit-ins
and boycotts of the past
were very effective during
the turbulent 60’s. The
leaders of our present day
race, must acknowledge the
fact that our oppressors
have stepped into this new
millennium and are not
looking back. Our past tri
umphs must be reflected
upon. We must realize that
without the reflection of
our past, we will never
obtain the knowledge to

(Part II of a series)

adopt to every situation and race into a brighter future.
America will never
overcome every obstacle
that we are and will be con truly be the land of the free
and the home of the brave,
fronted with.
Our goal must not be until Americans as a whole
racial superiority, but the free their minds and
purest form of racial equal become brave enough to
ity imagineable. Afro- take on and conquer the
Americans must come to enigma named racism that
the realization that racism has tom the core of our
cannot be combated with society here in America.
racism. We must realize Each and every citizen of
that given everything that this country must be on the
our race has been through, same page in order to erad
we will only hinder our icate racism from our cul
own development with ran ture. Until the sounds of
are
heard
dom acts of racism. We harmony
must extract all displays of throughout the valleys of
racism and direct no racist this country, there will
attacks towards the same always be racial turbulence
group of people that haVe in every aspect of life here
destroyed themselves with in America.
The first steps toward
their open acts of racism
our goals for true racial
towards us.
As a matter of fact, no equality, lies solely on the
level of racism can be toler backs of the present day
ated if we ever expect our Afro-Americans. We as a
counterparts to shed their people must begin to not
masks of ignorance, if we only respect ourselves, but
allow our sour feelings of also respect the powers that
racism to germinate and we possess as one collec
control our actions. We tive unit. Afro-Americans
must allow the peace that spend an approximated
settled into the minds and $600 billion dollars a year
hearts of our ancestors, to as consumers in this coun
flow through our souls so try, and we as a people are
that we can navigate our still decades behind almost

every race in terms of our
position in the realm of
economics
here
in
America. We must begin to
bring forth economic
development into our own
communities. The first step
towards true racial equality
stems from true economic
power.
Afro-Americans must
follow the example set by
every race of people that
immigrates to this country.
Many groups of foreigners
have surpassed us on every
level of economics. Their
economical superiority has
catapulted their races past
the realm racism that has
toe hold on the AfroAmerican race. Foreigners
truly understand that facts
that unity, knowledge of
their past and economical
power unlock the doors of
the land of opportunity.
Afro-Americans must
understand that every type
of political power, only
stems from economical
power. The powers that be
are there because they are
superior in the realm of
economics. We as a whole
must begin to understand
the power of the almighty

the basic skill of managing
every dollar spent in our
economy.
Afro-Americans must
begin to not only support
our existing businesses, but
also create new opportuni
ties for entrepreneurs in our
communities. We must take
control of the economic
development in our own
communities. Every race of
Americans,
seemingly
monopolizes the econom
ics of their own communi
ties except us. Just like
every race of Americans
seemingly takes advantage
of the opportunities that
unfold right in our own
communities. We must step
up to the plate and keep the
rewards of becoming an
economical powerhouse,
not only here in America,
but throughout the world.
Furthermore,
AfroAmericans must realize
/that we are fighting two

nied by poverty.
Secondly, we are at a
“war against racism.” The
color barrier has hindered
our race for too long, and
will continue to hinder us
until we as a whole awaken
and not only demand a
change, but also expect a
change. Only until each
and every Afro-American
becomes truly knowledge
able of the realms of eco
nomics, politics and the
ever-changing front of
racism in this country, will
we escape the strongholds
that America has set up for
us.

Zero Tolerance Is Needed------------- ----- ---------The citizens of St.
Petersburg are appalled by
the disturbing acts of vio
lence, by disrespectful
juveniles as well' as adults
at the beautiful downtown
BayWalk last weekend. It
is grossly shameful to wit
ness such disrespect of vul
gar, obscene and violent
behavior.
Our community stands
firmly behind May Rick
Baker, his deputy mayors,
the police department, and

our council to step up laws
and ordinances to rid our
city of barbaric acts of cru
elty, savagery, and uncul
tured, marked by brutality
and uncivilized, unrefined
behavior.
These elements canot
be soft-pedaled and left to
dismantle all the hard work
and struggles of store keep
ers, residents, and visitors.
Zero tolerance is sorely
needed because violence
will also dismantle a need-

ed Boys and Girls Club
with the insurgence of guns
and drugs.
In the Japanese culture,
violence and disrespect are
not tolerated by juveniles.
They are taken to work
camps that enforces obedi
ence to law and authorities,
enforces respect of person,
property, and privacy,
enforces hard work and
education along with skills.
They are also socialized to
be concerned for others as

themselves along with
teamwork and pride of
being the best citizen that
they can. We will not cavein to anything less than
being a respectful citizen.
Thank you, Mayor
Rick Baker.
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Internet Information: Is It Real?
by William A. Wheeler
You’ve seen them those e-mail articles and
celebrity interviews that
travel the Internet like
lightning. In a fake inter
view, Serena Williams was
horribly misquoted about
her lifestyle and relation
ships with black men.
Someone
gave Maya
Angelou credit for writing
a venomous paper that con
demned blacks who choose
to wear "white designer"
clothes; she had nothing to

do with the article. This
month, there’s a piece on
the origins of religious
Watch Night services in the
black church that offers
critical information with
out the benefit of proof or
documented research. It
shows no author’s name.
We now live in the
Cyber Age when budget
problems are causing some
cities to close public
libraries. This is happening
in part, because the Internet
allows us to communicate

and pass information at
record speed. In order to
avoid scams, fraud, and
even threats to our personal
safety, we should make it a
habit to examine the credi
bility of the material that is
offered.
On the Internet, the
URL (Uniform Resource
Locator) shows the official
global address for a partic
ular website. Whenever
you find information that
seems questionable or is
controversial, ask yourself

questions. Is it a personal
page, who’s domain does it
come from - government,
not-for-profit or education
al, and finally, who pub
lished it? Look for dates
and links like "About Usr
Our
Philosophy,
Background and Who am
I?" Think about the gram
mar and tone of the writ
ing. Is it sarcastic or slan
derous? Judge the content;
a scientific article should
show methods and results,
a law article should quote

authorities and give evi
dence, etc.
Some people will go to
any lengths and use any
means to promote their per
sonal agendas. Quite often,
they intend to swindle or
defame some other individ
ual. Overall, any anony
mous information where
the writer is unwilling to
take responsibility for
his/her work can usually be
considered
worthless,
inflammatory or bogus. In
the year 2005, the amount

of data that we can access
on the Internet is virtually
unlimited. However, just to
be safe, always remember
to check and double-check
the source.
William Wheeler is a
Tampa native. A graduate
of Florida A&M University
with a degree in Music and
Education, he’s spent the
last 13 years as a public
school teacher in Hills
borough County. He has
worked as a church musi
cian in the Tampa Bay area
for over 30 years.

The Weekly Challenger welcomes your Letters to the Editor.
Please E-mail to: wceditor@tampabay.rr.com or Vou ARe Welcome to Drop
Off Your Comments at Our Office: 2500 ML King St. S., Ste. F
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
JAH
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Westcoast Black
Theatre Troup
Presents ‘The All
Night Strut! 9
Score another success
ful music presentation for
the Westcoast Black Thea
tre Troupe (WBTT) with
their fantastic rendition of
THE ALL NIGHT STRUT.
Originally, conceived, cho
reographed and directed by
Fran Chamas, this particu
lar production has as its
Guest Director/Choreographer Josette Owens.
Owens received her classi
cal dance training with the
Royal Academy of Danc
ing, based in London, Eng
land. Her credits include

choreographing the musi
cal Slingshot! and the OffBroadway production of
Maybe Baby It’s You!
Multi - talented and
often overlooked for his
musical creativity LaTerry
Butler shares his expertise
as Music Director. Butler’s
experience includes "Ain’t
Misbehavin," The Wiz,
Showboat, West Side Story,
Dream Girls, Bubbling
Brown Sugar, Purlie and
the New York world pre
mier of Hi-Hat Hattie. As
if that were not enough,

Butler was also accompa
nist for Tramaine Hawkins
in Kingston, Jamaica, pia
nist for Rev. Ike, and In
terim Choir Director for
the Sarah Vaughn Memori
al at the Apollo Theater.
Butler does a superb job in
keeping the tempo of the
performances in high gear.
He never lets up on that
fabulous sounding key
board of his, and if any
wrong notes were struck,
he manages to keep them
all in tune. Hat’s off to
LaTerry Butler for a splen
did musical performance.
THE ALL NIGHT
STRUT, is a trip back in
time to the 30’s and 40’s.
For many of us who grew
up during those times, we
can remember those favo
rite wartime tunes, such as
Fascinating Rhythm, Java
Jive, Shoo Shoo Baby,
White Cliffs of Dover,
Praise the Lord and Pass
the Ammunition, and I’ll Be
Seeing You. This corre
spondent found himself
singing along with the very

L-R: Melanie Souza, Rolfe Winkler, Teresa Stanley
talented performers on sev
eral tunes like A Fine Ro
mance, As Time Goes By,
Beat Me Daddy, Eight to
the Bar and, especially
when they sang and danced
on music great Duke
Ellington’s upbeat tune It
Don’t Mean a Thing.
The performers all
compliment one another
with a special blend of
voices. They are Melanie
Souza (soprano), Teresa

Stanley
(alto),
Rolfe
Winkler
(tenor),
and
Charles Wesley Lattimore
(baritone). They sing and
dance their way through
the favorite tunes of the
times. Together, the four
some keep the audience on
the edges of their seats in
great anticipation for the
next tune, whatever it may
be.
Their animation
brought the particular time
period to life. During their

performance of Chattanoo
ga Choo Choo, the elegant
ly dressed performers sang
and danced, as if they and
we the audience were actu
ally on board taking the
trip.
Exciting as the musical
is, it includes as its musical
material songs from all the
greats during that special
time period, including
Duke Ellington,
Fats
Waller, Cab Calloway,

Mack Gordon, George and tion of THE ALL NIGHT
Ira Gershwin, Irving Mills STRUT.
It is truly a
and many others.
delight. Just think, in one
The list of songs is evening you can take a nos
dazzling and, each song talgic trip back in time,
reminded me of different when we were listening to
times during my childhood the singer croon Brother,
days. During the singing Can You Spare A Dime?
and dancing of Minnie the Swing is still the thing!
Moocher, I remembered Get your tickets ASAP, and
back, when I first heard prepare to enjoy an evening
and saw it sung by the great filled with jazz, blues,
Cab Calloway. And then, bebop and classic song
my feet couldn’t stay still standards that tug at the
when the troupe began to heart, tickle the funny bone
jitterbug, and old Hannah and raise the rafters. Have
Brown sings Gimme A a blast!
ALL NIGHT STRUT is
Pigfoot And A Bottle Of
Beer. The show continues being performed at the
on with one hit song after Gompertz Theatre, 1247
another from a past we First Street, Sarasota, now
remember with a roller through Jan. 15. Evening
coaster of emotions.
performances are being
It seems that young held at 7:30 p.m. on Jan.
and old are rediscovering 13-15. Matinees will be
those great fun dances like held at 3 p.m. on Jan. 8-9.
the Lindy Hop, the Shag Tickets are $23 (student
and the Tango. Why not and group rates available).
give yourself a treat. If you For more information,
haven’t seen this musical please call (941) 954yet with its fine talented 4651.
performers, come on out.
See this wonderful produc

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Pinellas County
Announces
Redevelopment Draft
Plan Summit-----------PINELLAS COUNTY

- The dates have been set
for Pinellas County’s Re
development Draft Plan
Summit. On Feb. 1-3, citi
zens, local government rep
resentatives, business peo
ple and community leaders
will come together to dis
cuss plans for redevelop
ment in Pinellas County.
This will be the third
redevelopment
summit
hosted by the Pinellas
Planning Council and Pi
nellas County’s Board of
County Commissioners.
This year’s event will fea
ture four half-day work
shops throughout Pinellas
County. Participants will
build on the consensus
reached at the previous
summits and provide input
for the final redevelopment
plan.
Sessions are scheduled
as follows:
• Feb. 1, 1-5 p.m., at
Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clear-

water
• Feb. 2, 8 a.m. - 12
p.m., at USF St. Peters
burg, St. Petersburg
• Feb. 2, 6 - 9 p.m., at
Largo Cultural Center, Lar
go

• Feb. 3, 8 a.m. - 12
p.m., at St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church Hall,
Tarpon
The content presented
at each of these workshops
will be identical. To regis
ter for the workshop most
convenient for you, visit
www.siliconbay.org/registration or phone Pinellas
County Economic Devel
opment at (727) 464-7332.
To learn more about rede
velopment in Pinellas
County visit www.siliconbay.org/redevelopment.
Redevelopment
Background
Over time, geography
and population growth
have combined to produce
an unavoidable effect:

Pinellas County School
News In Brief
The next meeting of

the Pinellas County School
Board will be Tuesday,

Jan. 11, at 10 a.m. in the
conference hall of the ad
ministration building, 301
Fourth St. SW, Largo. Citi
zens may speak about any
item on the agenda not in-r
volving a hearing on em
ployee discipline by regis
tering before the item is
introduced. Presentations
from the audience regard
ing items not on the agen
da may be made at the end
of the meeting. For more
developable vacant land is
diminishing
throughout
Pinellas County. Within the
next few years, the county
will reach buildout, in
which nearly 100 percent
of the greenfields will be
gone. This includes a di
minishing supply of land
for new homes, businesses,
roads, and other needs.
By definition, redevel
opment is a process in
which older structures are

Named In Honor of Mother “Dear* johnsoriR

information, contact Ron
Stone, associate superin
tendent for human re
sources and public affairs
at (727) 588-6273.
***
The state’s approval of
Pinellas County Schools’
request to delay the FCAT
by one week requires that
the end of the third nineweek grading period be
adjusted by two school
days. The calendar adjust
ments are as follows:
• Third-quarter exam
dates for 4x4 high schools

rehabilitated or replaced,
and new, sometimes differ
ent uses replace the old
ones. Successful redevel
opment projects include
older downtowns renewed
with townhomes and shops,
obsolete malls reborn as
open-air shopping centers,
and updated beach commu
nities. To keep the local
economy thriving, Pinellas
County has embarked on a
unique
redevelopment

strategy that includes facil
itating new construction
projects, updating, and ren
ovating
older
commercial/industrial
buildings for a variety of
mixed-use, residential and
commercial projects.

A Festival of
Spirituals—
ST. PETERSBURG The Alumni Singers, Inc.
of St. Petersburg will pres
ent
“A
Festival
of
Spirituals,” a historical
joruney in music and
words, on Sunday, Feb. 6,4
p.m. at Lakewood United
Methodist Church, 5995
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
St. S.
This
program
is

Southeast DhrlsUoc

will be Wednesday, March
2, and Thursday, March 3.
• The first day of the
fourth nine-week grading
period for all 4x4 second
ary schools will be Friday,
March 4.
• Report cards for the
third nine-week grading
period will be distributed
Tuesday, March 15, as
originally scheduled.
For more information,
contact Susan Bailey, di
rector, high school educa
tion at (727) 588-6480.

designed to impart knowl
edge on the orgin and
development of the spiritu
al, from which the styles
and trends of gospel, jazz,
blues and rock and roll
derived.
The program is free
and open to the public. A
freewill offering will be
taken.

-I

Please Support Our

Paper By Patronizing Our
Advertisers
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Pinellas County Health
Department Expects
Additional Flu Vaccine-------- —
It is not too late to get a flu shot, since Florida’s flu season is just beginning
At the Pinellas County
PINELLAS COUNTY and household contacts of
- The Pinellas County individuals in the risk cate Health Department, cost
for a flu shot or pneumonia
Health Department expect gories.
High-risk individuals shot is $20 per person, no
ed to receive another limit
ed supply of flu vaccine by who should receive a flu charge for individuals with
vaccine this year include:
Medicare Part B. While the
midweek.
The health department
• Individuals 50 and Pinellas County Health
Department’s current sup
will distribute a large por over
• Children age 6 to 35 ply of flu vaccine is limit
tion of this expected ship
ed, additional vaccine is
ment to area providers, months
• Caregivers of infants expected to become avail
mostly walk-in clinics, and
able during the next few
will once again be offering under the age of 6 months
flu shots by appointment at
• Individuals with weeks. The health depart
ment will continue to offer
chronic health problems
the following locations:
• All household con flu shots as long as supply
• St. Petersburg Health
Center, 205 Dr. Martin tacts of high-risk individu is available and will re
open clinics as new ship
Luther King St. N., St. als
Petersburg, ph.: (727) 824• All women who will ments arrive.
be pregnant during flu sea
6900, ext. 11552
• Pinellas Park Health son
Center, 6350 76th Ave. N.,
• Residents of nursing
Pinellas Park, (727) 547- homes and long-term care
facilities
7780, ext. 147
• Clearwater Health
• Healthcare workers
Center, 310 N. Myrtle
Those in the risk cate
Avenue, Clearwater, (727) gories should also be vac
cinated against pneumonia.
469-5800, ext. 125
Last week, the Florida This vaccination combats
Department of Health an infection often contract
(DOH) amended the high- ed after the flu. To obtain a
risk categories of those pneumonia vaccination, in
who should receive a flu dividuals should contact
vaccine to include individ their regular healthcare
uals 50 and over. In De provider.
Additionally,
cember, DOH amended the pneumonia vaccine is
risk categories to include available through the
children 6 to 35 months health department.

Can’t afford to pay your student
loans?
Pay your loans with one phone call.

Find out how!

EDUCATED FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS

4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 - 19, 2005

TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
RESOLUTIONS
DIDN’T LAST LONG
Well, here 2005 is only
ten days old - maybe 13 or
14 by the time you read
this. And I have bustled
every blasted resolution
I’ve made already.
I promised myself that
I’d quit talking so much
and dam if I haven’t
already broken that prom
ise.
I also promised that I’d
quit trying to straighten out
everybody else’s affairs, a
fatal weakness which is all
the more newsome to me
because I can’t even seem
to straighten out my own.
Another wonderful re
solution I had accepted
Jan. 1 was one that read
like this:
“Make me thoughtful
but not moody, helpful but
not bossy; with my last
store of wisdom, it seems a
pity not to use it all, but
Thy knowest Lord that I
want a few friends at the
end.” You know the ques
tion. It’s a pretty good one,
and I will have to admit it
fits me pretty well because
I’d stored up a lot of wis
dom in these harried
months with the newspa
per. At the same time, I’ve
found out that everybody
else in the newspaper busi
ness knows as much or
more than I do about it,
and everybody else who is
not in the newspaper busi
ness knows twice as much
as I do about it, so I
resolved to keep my wis
dom to myself.
Another
resolution
that I admired greatly and
decided to put into force, I
said that I wasn’t going to
tell another soul all my ail
ments and pains, aches,
irritations, frustrations,
thwarted ambitions and
troubles. After 2005 was in
force three days, I had
already described my thy
roid condition four times,
my bursitis three times,
etc. So you can see how
fleeting are the good reso
lutions we adopt on New
Year’s Eve, and start
breaking them on New
Year’s Day.
There’s one more good
resolution I made very
firmly, to just once, just
once, admit I was wrong
about something, and, by
golly, that’s a real tough
resolution when you stop
to think of it. Here’s 2005,

only ten days old, and I be
darned if I can find a thing
I’ve been wrong about yet.
I even know before I made
these blastic resolutions
that I’d be breaking them
pretty soon. So even this
piece isn’t an admission I
was wrong. It’s only a con
fession that just because
it’s 2005, I haven’t
changed a cussed bit.
AND NOW ON A
MORE SERIOUS
NOTE
***

THEY ARE AILING
See that you express
your desire for a speedy
recovery for my one and
only sister, Helen Woodard
of 45th Street South, and
Willie Mae Titus Williams,
who, as I pen this, are bed
ded down in Pasadena
Manor and St. Anthony’s
Hospital respectively.
I am sure their multi
tudinous of friends join me
and our families in wishing
the best for them. Helen is
a long-time member of Mt.
Zion Progressive Baptist
Church, and Willie Mae is
a member and avid church
goer of Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church.
***
IN MEMORIAM
In loving memory of
our wife and mother,
Mattie Mallory, who
passed away one year ago,
Jan. 13, 2004.
Our hearts are still
very lonely, but God who
answers prayer, will gather
us home again with you
some.day, some time, some
where. We do not forget
you, nor do we intend to.
We think of you often and
will to the end.
Missed by your hus
band Norris, children and
grands, other relatives and
friends.
***

WISE WORDS
A man is young if a
lady can make him happy
or unhappy. He enters mid
dle age when a lady can
make him happy, but no
longer can make him
unhappy. He is old and
gone if a lady can make
him neither happy nor
unhappy.
***
During this year,
remember — with your
help, I can go forward,
without you, I am lost.
Wz/h t/zzzt thought in
mind, Stay Loose!

Steering Committee Works on Upcoming Conference
ST. PETERSBURG Rep. Frank Peterman, Jr.
has created a Conference
Steering Committee com
prised of individuals from
throughout the Tampa Bay
region. They have been
meeting over the past few
months in order to organize
the
first
Florida
Conference of Black State
Legislators Regional Issues
Conference held in St.
Petersburg. The committee
members include: Rep.
Peterman, chair; County
Commissioner
Gwen
Brown,
of
Manatee
County; the Rev. Alvin
Miller of St. Petersburg;
Pastor
Lawrence
Livingston of Palmetto;
Gerald Syrkett, a Social
Services representative of
St. Petersburg; Ken Jones
of St. Petersburg; Patrick

Carnegie, executive direc
tor Bradenton; Marvin
Coleman, a Social Services
representative of Tampa;
Karen Perez, of Tampa;
Ethelstein Harris, a retired
educator of St. Petersburg;
Carolyn Thompson, execu
tive secretary of Rep.
Peterman’s office; and
Gershom Faulkner, senior
legislative assistant of
Peterman’s office.
The conference will
commence on Thursday
evening, Jan. 13 with a
town hall meeting from 6 8 p.m. and will continue
through Friday, the 14th,
with sessions being held
throughout the day starting
at 8 a.m. and concluding at
4 p.m. Issues that will be
discussed are Healing the
Community, Faith Based
Initiatives,
Economic

Success Training And
Retention
Services
($TAR$) Program is now
offering FREE employ

ment skills and job training
workshops, along with job
placement assistance and
two years of continuing

Today!

Emnowerine

Thp rnnfprpnnp. is nnp.n

the

support. No GED or High
School Diploma required.
Criminal record? No prob
lem. Workshops are filling
fast...CALL TODAY!

from front page

St. Petersburg Office:
(727) 453-6530; Clear
water Office: (727) 4648486.

Hires

Hairstyeing
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

PLATINUM
GOLD
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELIAS COUNTY

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've tried the Rest. Now try the Best!

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Phone: 726-0877 • Mobile Rhone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson

r

STARTS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19!

Golden Olobe Nominations

smihous

BEST PICTUREii
BEST ACTOR.! • DON CHEADLE
REST ORIGINAL SONG • “MSLIlON ' WCtr PtRfORMtn HY WYt'lXf HAS

Helping Preserve

ONE OF THE BEST

PICTURES OF THE YEAR

■.. .... . «*«■*»« «a» Of «tVif W------

Financial Security

TWO THUMBS
WAY UPf

During Uncertain Times

-EBERTS ROEPER

"A FILM OF RARE
COURAGE AND
IMPERISHABLE
HEART."
- PETER TRAVERS,
ROI LING STONE
"A TRIUMPH FOR
DON CHEADLE!’
-OAVUT DENRY.
THE NEW YORKER

‘STUNNINGLY
POWERFUL!”
- MICHAEL WIIMINCTON.
CH ICAGO TRIBUN E

DON
CHEADLE

More than 125 years of serving our
clients when they need us most.

SOPHIE
OKOHEDO

NICK
NOLTE

HOTEL
RWANDA
uturOffSKt

The Prudential Insurance Company

of America
Roy James - Premier Agent

A

4100 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-4137

TRUB

and free to the public, and
everyone is welcome and
encmiraeed to come OUt

GAPP

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

that to be successful, "you
have to have plans, and it is
important
to
choose
friends who share common
goals." She and her friends
all planned to finish high
school and college and she
could not have become a
doctor without obtaining
her education.
As a teen, it should be
all about you and what you
want to do, not taking car
ing of a baby instead of
taking care of yourself,
noted Fudge. She advised
the teens to seek out role
models so you have a plan.
"It’s easy to follow a plan
once you have one," she
added.
The GAPP program
helps teens formulate plans
to follow to success.
Trenia Cox, known for
her work at the Juvenile
Welfare Board, and as one
of the St. Petersburg
NAACP branch volunteer
vice presidents, was one of
four people honored for
continuous service to
GAPP since it began in
2001. Cox gave The
Weekly Challenger her per
spective on why the pro
gram was worthwhile.
"It’s one more effort to
keep our kids on track and
help them realize their
potential,"
Cox
said.
"Sometimes parents don’t
know how to talk to their
kids."
Out-of-wedlock sex,
teen pregnancy and sexual
ly transmitted disease are
not the sort of thing that
people talk about, Cox
stated. That is why it is
important for the parents
and the community to join
hands with trained com
munity educators and help
parents learn to talk to
their teens about these'
things.
Cox also added that
the program is good

and participate.

because it helps both boys
and girls but girls often
face more consequences
from an ill-timed pregnan
cy. Those consequences
interfere with life goals,
and young ladies often
drop out of school, then
face restricted job choices,
low earnings, poverty and
welfare dependency.
Neidra Covington, a
high school track star, was
one of the first GAPP
graduates. The program
gave her the tools to help
stay on course for her
future and the goals she
has in life. Covington, an
honor student, recently
competed in the Hawaii
Classic Invitational meet
where she won three gold
medals and was recog
nized as the most valuable
athlete in track and field
events.
Covington told the
audience that she could not
accomplish what she did
without her parents and
reminded her peers to stay
abstinent until marriage.
In what Sunnerville
referred to as the solemn
part of the program, the
teenagers stood facing the
audience and their parents
and pledged to the best of
their abilities to abstain
from using drugs or alco
hol and abstain from sex
until marriage. Then the
parents placed a ring to
symbolize that commit
ment on their child’s ring
finger.
Sunnerville said the
next session begins the
Tuesday after Martin
Luther King Day and con
tinues until May. Although
dedicated to improving the
life chances and self-suffi
ciency of African Ameri
can youth, everyone is
welcome. Teens or parents
may call (727) 823-2288
for more information or
visit the web page at
www.lgapp.org.
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Community, and Hip-Hop
“Voices of Change.”

Development, Education,
Political Empowerment,

Wanted: Unemployed Individuals,
Motivated and Willing to Work! —

To Place An Ad In The
Weekly Challenger, Call

Conference Steering Committee members

Prudential Financial is a registered service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of
America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates.
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47th Annual Ebony Fashion Fair To Be Held At
The End Of The Month----------------------------------------

MON ISTAT
presents:

Journey toWkllness
LOOKING GOOD IN 2(X)5

By Dr. Mary Harris
Any New Year’s resolution

is better kept when the vision of what
we’re trying to achieve is clear. In the
interest of bringing our resolutions into

focus and ensuring that we continue to
see die beauty of life, let’s resolve to

take better care of our eyes in 2005.
African Americans are more at risk

tor blindness than many other ethnic groups because of our

increased risk of Diabetes - a leading cause Diabetic Retinopathy
- a condition that often leads to blindness if not detected in its early

stages. But many other conditions also compromise our eyesight.
Cataracts, Glaucoma and Macular Degeneration are a few of the

more common diseases of the eye that put us at risk, particularly as

we age. Let’s briefly discuss each one.
Diabetic Retinopathy occurs when the circulatory system

of the retina is weakened and leaks, forming small, dot-like hem
orrhages. These leaking vessels often lead to swelling or edema in
the retina and decreased vision. In the latter stages of the disease,

circulation problems cause the retina to become oxygen deprived

causing the formation of scar tissue, Glaucoma or retinal detach

ment. Diabetic Retinopathy typically develops in persons who
have suffered from Diabetes for 20 years or more. Symptoms:
floaters & flashes; blurred vision; sudden loss of vision.

A cataract is a clouding of the lens, the part of the eye
responsible for focusing light and producing clear images. The lens

is contained in a sealed bag or capsule. As old cells die, they
become trapped within the capsule. Over time, the cells accumu

Inspired by the beauty of the African Peacock, Hanae Mori designed this
exotic hand painted, lavishly beaded, haute couture gown and v-neck caftan
adorned with surrealistic feathered peacocks on each end.

TAMPA BAY - Please join
the ladies 'of the Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha So
rority Inc., as they proudly
present the Ebony Fashion
Fair. The program takes
place at 8 p.m. on Jan. 31,
at the Mahaffey Theater
(400 First St. S).

The Ebony Fashion
Fair, the world’s largest
traveling fashion show, cel
ebrates 47 years with
Living It Up! The extraor
dinary show will reveal
new, varied exciting de
signs. The 47 th annual
show will travel to nearly
200 cities in the U.S. and

Canada before it closes in
May.
Living It Up! Features
extravagant styles and
designs by world famous
designers such as Given
chy, Bob Mackie, Hanae
Mori and Black designers
such as Fusha and Kate
Mack.

A tubular cut dress of printed taffeta capped with beads attached to a carved
buffalo horn bodice.

late causing the lens to cloud, making images look blurted or

fuzzy. Cataracts ate a natural result of aging. Symptoms: blurred

vision.

Not only is Ebony Fashion
Fair an exciting and enter
taining experience, but also
since its inception, it has
donated over $50 million
dollars to charitable organ
izations. Locally, all pro
ceeds will enable the Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kapa Alpha Sorority
to continue with their long
standing commitment to

and numerous other pro
grams and activities in the
St. Petersburg area.
Ticket prices for the
event are $30 in advance
and include a subscription
to Ebony or Jet Magazines.
For more information, or to
purchase tickets, please
contact Lisa Brody, public
relations chair, at (727)
871-2265.

service to the community.
Alpha
Kappa
Alpha
Sorority currently supports
the
following
or
ganizations: the AKA Aca
demy (Exquisite Gem and
Pathfinder Program), the
Sickel Cell Association,
the St. Petersburg Chapter
of Black Nurses, CASA,
Lena Brown Book Scholar
ship, Junior Artist Program

Macular Degeneration is a condition of the central retina
(or macular.) It’s caused by hardening of the arteries that nourish
the retina. Hardening deprives sensitive retinal tissue of oxygen

and nutrients needed to function and thrive. As a result, central
vision deteriorates. Macular Degeneration can cause total loss of

central vision or only slight distortion. Symptoms: difficulty with
reading or small detail work; distorted vision and decreased central

vision.

Glaucoma occurs when fluid builds up in the eye credit
ing pressure. Pressure results from drainage structures of the eye
that is either malformed or malfunctioning. Permanent damage to

the optic nerve results leading to blindness. Symptoms: none.

Diseases of the eye may be caused by many factors rang

ing from heredity to age or the presence of other conditions as in

the case of Diabetic Retinopathy. Recent medical studies have also
shown a relationship between eye disease and

lifestyle

habits like

poor diet, smoking, and alcoholism. Sensible behavior like pro

tecting your eyes from bright sunlight with sunglasses that have
UV (ultra violet) protection, ensuring that adequate light is used

YOU TAUGHT HER THE
IMPORTANCE OF DISCIPLINE,
WE’LL TEACH HER HOW TO
USE IT.

while reading, using a computer or doing small detail work and
taking vitamins that contain antioxidants like zinc and lutein, are

important steps to incorporate into your daily schedule to increase

eye health.
Only a doctor of Ophthalmology (not an Optometrist)

can conduct a thorough screening of your eyes to determine if dis

ease or early wami ng signs of disease are present. The symptoms
listed above are to alert you that something may be wrong and you

should schedule an eye exam as soon as possible. Annual eye

screenings are important for all family members, but especially for
those over 40, as many diseases of the eye result from the aging

prcx'ess.
Resolve to guard and protect your vision in 2005.

Eyesight is one of our greatest gifts. Make sure that your vision

remains clear and focused on all the good things that await you in
the coming year.

»

For more important news about your health, always
visit www.joumeytowellness. com
tMjijB?

J

Is it time for someone you know to move on? The
Army otters several unique and rewardine career

paths to graduates and students. Soldiers are trained

Learn how to qualify for

Skill Training &

in the shills needed to get the job done and receive

MONEY for
COLLEGE!

full health and financial benefits. To find out how your |

support can help point someone in the right direction,
visit goarmy.com/about/for_parents.

Are you interested in writing
for The Weekly Challenger or
becoming one of our photogra
phers? If so, please stop by the
office or call us at
(727) 896-2922!

^JACKSON HEWITT

Where: 910 58th Street N., Ste. 19B in St Petersburg

' ’MHaHTAX SERVICE

When: MON - FRI9 am - 6 pm (or call for an appointment)

“G£r

A

Money Now Loan”
Locally Omed and Operated

Who: call 727-343-5430 to learn more

Gulfport
Square

Blockbuster
Canter

Webb's Plaza
Midtown

Antique lace ruffles flow down the front of Marc Bouwer,s „keyhole%o
opening column gown with creative double straps and long fringe-bordered
cashmere stole.

385 8th SOw«t South
(727) 898-1321

5004 34th Street South
(727)8643985

5006 Gutfpart Boutovard
(787) 381-1081

NEW February 8005 WsioMart Superstore. 3501 34th Street S

There

THE BEST
FRIEB OYSTERS
ON THE PLANET.

Is

A Reason
To

Read
The
Weekly
Challenger!

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD
MARKET A RESTAURANT

Fiw Can Find These Products At These Locations
Carla's Hair Affair
321-6802

400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327- 8309
328- 8309

Professional Hair Care Products

Today's Hair
DINNER WITH TWELVE
$9.99
FRIED OYSTER SANDWICH $4.99

'Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin*

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY

FOR OVER 21 YEARS

Za-Lavar's

Total Perfection
321-5545

321-1930

Center Stage Unisex Salon

323-9445

L'orkel's Hair Design

327-4074

Angela's Hair Safari

327-3354

323-4840
C & C Hair Design
447^3090

Robert's Hair Salon

A Precious Touch
321- 8146

866-7070

Meme's Beauty
322- 1712
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NATIONAL NEWS
Indictments
from front page
According to FBI files
and court transcripts, Kil
len not only participated in
the crime, but did most, if
not all, of the planning.
It was Schwemer the
Klansmen were after, said
Howard Ball, the author of
"Murder in Mississippi:
United States v. Price and
the Struggle for Civil
Rights" and a professor of
political science at the
University of Vermont.
The three were partici
pating in Freedom Summer
1964 - an effort by hun
dreds of colleges, students
from the North to help edu
cate and register blacks to
vote in the South. Ball said
Schwemer was targeted
because he was a paid
worker for the Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE).
"The other two were
killed simply because they
were with Schwemer," Ball
said.
On the day of the
crime, the workers were
arrested and accused of
speeding while driving to
investigate the mins of a
black church that had been
firebombed. Then they
were released. Authorities
said Killen organized the
ambush while the men
were being held by police.

Thank you, Dr. King,
for having the courage to dream.
The three young voter registration workers murdered in 1964 were James
Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwemer.

Carlton Wallace Miller,
at the time a Meridian
police officer, testified in
the federal trial in 1967 that
the local Klan chapter
wanted to beat Schwemer
but were told by Killen "to
leave him alone" and that
"another unit was going to
take care of him, that his
elimination had been
approved."
Miller testified that
Killen told the group that
the approval to kill
Schwemer came from
then-Klan Imperial Wizard
Sam Bowers.
Nineteen men, includ
ing Killen, were indicted in
the case. Seven were con
victed of federal charges of
violating the victims' civil
rights. None served more
than six years.
Killen's case ended in a
hung jury.

"He never has apolo
gized. He has continued to
claim, against the mountain
of evidence showing the
reality, that he had nothing
to do with this," Ball said.
State Attorney General
Jim Hood and District
Attorney Mark Duncan
said prosecutors will not
discuss • evidence in the
case or what role authori
ties believe Killen had. The
evidence includes the 1967
trial transcripts, 40,000
federal and state docu
ments from the investiga
tion and possibly new wit
nesses.
"If you create too much
pretrial publicity, then you
poison the potential jury
pool," Hood said this week.
Prosecutors hope to follow
the trend of convictions in
reopened civil rights cases
- among them, Bowers,

who was convicted in 1998
in the 1966 firebombing
death of civil rights leader
Vernon Dahmer. Prosecu
tors have also /ecently won
convictions in the assassi
nation of NAACP field sec
retary Medgar Evers and
the deadly bombing of a
Birmingham church in
1963.
Gloria Browne-Mar
shall, a Manhattan attorney
specializing in civil rights
cases, said she finds trou
bling the idea that bad
memories should stop civil
rights cases from being
reopened.
"The fact that this is a
crime that deals with a
social issue, and a political
issue as well, makes us lean
toward wanting some clo
sure," she said.

With a similar passion,we dream

of a world without cancer.

moffittO

Cancer &nier&Researdiln.sntute

~

The End Of Cancer Begins Here.

A National Cancer Institute
Comprehensive Cancer Center
At /fce Utuversify of South f-Teridti

To speak with a
Moffitt representalive.eall

Cancer? Answers.
M 1-888-MOFFITT
between 800 oi and SDOpm,
Or visit us at

wwwMoffittCarxerCenttxorg

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

ABRAMS, JOSEPH M„
82, died January 1, 2005.
Survivors include one daugh
ter, Janice Abrams Byrd, St.
Petersburg; two brothers,
Willie Mitchell and Oliver C.
Abrams, Wilmington, Del.;
two sisters, Katherine Duncan,
New Castle, Del., and Bessie
Bell, St. Petersburg; one grand
son, Connie Byrd, St.
Petersburg; two great grand-

children, Alexia N. Byrd and
Corrie A. Byrd, both of St.
Petersburg; and several nieces,
nephews, cousins, other rela
tives and friends. McRae
Funeral Home, St. Petersburg.

REDVICT, COL. WAL
TER, SR., 76, died December
25,2004. Survivors include his
wife, Margaret; two sons,
Pfunandre (Phyllis) and Walter
(Bonnie); one grandson, Andy,
Ionia, Mich.; one daughter,
Sharon (Reginald) Brewington
; one granddaughter, Regina

Brewington,
Wilmington,
N.C.; and several cousins,
friends and neighbors. McRae
Funeral Home, St. Petersburg.

Isaac (Geneva) Small, Jr.,
Carolyn (Bobby) Gaines and
Collen Brown, all of St.
Petersburg;
one
sister,
Elizabeth
Sanders,
St.
Petersburg; 48 grandchildren;
81 great grandchildren; 10
great great grandchildren; and
several cousins and friends.
Smith Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

SMALL, CHARITY, 84,
died December 29, 2004.
Survivors include her husband,
Isaac Small, Sr., St. Petersburg;
10 children, Ben (Joanne)
Small, Jersey City, N.J., Helen*
TINNEY, BENJAMIN
Bingham, St. Petersburg,
Clarence Small, Ormond FRANKLIN, JR., 79, died
Beach, Charles Small, Andrew December 29, 2004. Survivors
(Martha) Small, both of St.
Petersburg, Gloria Powers,
Now Open
Holly Hill, Donald Small,

S
a

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

in St. Pete

Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.

*
SMITH
' FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

include his wife, Hattie Tinney,
St. Petersburg; one son,
Franklin (Theresa) Tinney, St.
Petersburg; two daughters, Ella
Nora (Henry) Woods and Ollie
Shorter, both of St. Petersburg;
one sister, Catherine (James)
Odom, Atlanta, Ga.; 15 grand
children; 22 great grandchil
dren; and several other rela
tives friends and neighbors.
Smith Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.
WADE, FLOYD, SR., 89,
died December 26, 2004.
Survivors include one daugh
ter, Juanita Westley, Brandon;
one sister, Annie Wade, St.
Petersburg; six grandchildren,
Sherry (James) Favors and
Gregory Wade, all of
Arlington, Ga., Nathaniel
Wade, Floyd Anthony (Minnie)
Wade and Cheryl Wade,
Jacksonville, and Latoria

“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

Serenity South

Elder L.

3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680

Lavelle

Thomas,
Sr.
Founder/

Executive

Director

Available
24 Hours

Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
“The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Time of Distress”

Pastor
Daniel B.
Savage III

Robinson, St. Petersburg; a
special friend, Jessie Thomas,
St. Petersburg; and several
nieces, nephews, great grand
children, cousins and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

WALKER, LUTHER, 63,
died January 5, 2005.
Survivors include two sons,
Lester Walker, Macon, Miss.,
and Harold Sutton, Sr., St.
Petersburg; four brothers,
Ervin Walker, Jr., and Albert
Walker, both of Macon, Miss.,

E.Q. (Louise) Walker and
Raymond Walker, all of St.
Petersburg; one sister, Mary
Henderson, Washington, D.C.;
four grandchildren, Harold
Sutton, Jr., Davion Sutton,
LaQuinda
Sutton
and
Sheyanna Sutton, all of St.
Petersburg; one great grand
child, A’Zariah Sutton, St.
Petersburg; and several nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

"It's all taken care of"
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for — it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

Executive
Vice

President

Toll Free
North
■1-866-890-1400
South
1-866-309-8297

Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You!
We are offering

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost

McRae Funeral Home

FREE CASKETS

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South

for Veterans, their Spouses and
Immediate Family Members

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

(727) 895-6005
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MLK, JR. SPECIAL SECTION

The Weekly Challenger Honors
The Legacy
The Re v. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Observance Day, Monday, January 17, 2005
■g

v> - ?

a »s

J believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the
final word in reality. That is why right, temporarily defeated, is
>
stronger than evil triumphant.
Martin Luther King Jr., Accepting Nobel Peace Price, Dec. 10, 1964

___
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2005 MLK Calendar Of Events
ST. PETERSBURG Florida’s largest civic
parade and a national festi
val of bands featuring the
Florida A&M University
"Marching 100 Rattlers
Band" highlight a series of
seven events marking the
20th anniversary of the
Southern Christian Lead
ership Conference’s Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
holiday celebration in St.
Petersburg. The festivities
also feature a candlelight
vigil downtown, two awards presentations, an
interfaith worship service,
and local high school stu
dents reciting their winning
essays. The local lineup
includes:
• The 26th Annual
MLK Essay Contest, where
six high school students
make their final oratorical
presentations, at the Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th
Ave. S., on Friday, Jan. 14,
at 7 p.m. Free and open to

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. addresses a public gathering in the riot-torn
areas of Los Angeles on Aug. 18,1965. King attended many meetings in an
attempt to solve the problems connected with the uprising. At left is King's
aide, Bayard Rustin.

the public. Three winners
will be selected by a panel
of three judges. Sponsors:
MLK
Commemorative
Committee and National
Council of Negro Women.
Contact Herb Sanders,
(727) 893-7134.

• The 20th annual
MLK Drum Major For
Justice Awards Banquet at
the Hilton St. Petersburg,
333 First St. S., on Friday,
Jan. 14, at 7:30 p.m. Dr. E.
E. Cleveland, the keynote
speaker, is a pioneer among

civil rights leaders, a hu
manitarian and author.
Sponsors: SCLC and the
MLK Holiday & Legacy
Association.
Contact:
SCLC, (727) 327-0085.
• An MLK Ecumenical
Service, open to people of

WHNF 88^5 fm
community

radio

1210 E. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33603
Request line: 813-239-9663 Business line: 813-238-8001

all faiths, on Sunday, Jan.
16, 4 p.m., at the Unitarian
Universalist Church, 719
Arlington Ave. N., near
Mirror Lake downtown.
Speaker for the interfaith
service will be Rev. Curtiss
Long, pastor of New Faith
Free Methodist Church and
chair of Congregations
United for Community Ac
tion (CUCA). Religious
leaders of multiple denom
inations will participate in
this event that alternates
locations each year be
tween various faith-based
organizations, synagogues,
Protestant and Catholic
churches. Sponsors: MLK
Commemorative Commit
tee and CUCA. Contact:
Abdul K. Ali, (727) 8677067.
• The 20th Annual
MLK Drum Major For
Justice Festival of Bands &
Drumline Extravaganza at
Tropicana Field, on Sun
day, Jan. 16, starting at
6:30 p.m. Headliner act
includes the world-re
nowned 375-member Flo
rida A&M University
"Marching 100 Rattlers
Band." Tickets are $10 and
$15. Sponsors: SCLC and
MLK Holiday & Legacy
Association.
Contact:
SCLC, (727) 327-0085.
• The 19th Annual
MLK Leadership Awards
Breakfast at the Coliseum,
535 Fourth Ave. N., on
Monday, Jan. 17, at 7:30
a.m. Tickets are $25 per
person and proceeds will
benefit student scholar
ships. Sponsors: MLK
Commemorative Commit
tee and National Council of
Negro Women. Contact:
(727) 896-6556.

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. is welcomed with a kiss by his wife Coretta
after leaving court in Montgomery, Ala., March 22, 1956. King was found
guilty of conspiracy to boycott city buses in a campaign to .desegregate the
bus system, but a judge suspended his $500 fine pending appeal.

• The 20th Annual
MLK Drum Major For
Justice National Parade on
Monday, Jan. 17, starts at
1:15 p.m. Staging will be at
the Tropicana Field park
ing lot. The parade route
begins at Third Ave. S. and
Martin Luther King St.,
goes north to Central Ave.,
east to Bayshore Drive and
north to Fifth Ave. N, dis
banding at Vinoy Park.
Sponsors: SCLC and MLK
Holiday & Legacy Asso
ciation. Contact: SCLC,
(727) 327-0085.
• The annual MLK
Candlelight Vigil on Mon
day, Jan. 17, begins at 6:30
p.m. Participants will gath
er at the southwest comer
of South Straub Park, near
First Ave. N.E. and Beach
Drive downtown, proceed
ing south along Beach
Drive, then west on First
Ave. S. to Fifth St. S. to the
Florida Holocaust Museum
where there will be a short
program (approximately 7

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. looks at the
glass door of his rented beach cottage in St.
Augustine, Fla., that was shot into on June 5,
1964. No one was in the house at the time of the
shooting. King was in St. Augustine to meet with
other integration leaders.
p.m.). It’s free, and partici
pants should bring a flash
light or candle. Sponsors:
MLK
Commemorative
Committee and the Florida
Holocaust Museum. Con
tact (727) 893-7894.
For more information

Board of County
Commissioners

Affirmative Action
Committee

Barbara Sheen Todd
Karen Williams Steel
Calvin D. Harris
Susan Latvala
John Morroni
Robert B. Stewart
Kenneth T. Welch

Karleen De Blaker
Albert Leiser
Kenneth T. Welch
deborah Clark
Dave Libby
Diane Nelson
Everett Rice
Peggy Balakier
Stephen M. Spratt
Jim Smith

You are invited to hear a
special day of programming
celebrating Dr. King Day on
Monday, January 17
♦ Interviews
♦ Poetry
♦ Speeches
. Music
and more!
Starts 6 AM on
88.5 FM and wmnf.org
6-9 AM Dr. J's Dr. King Tribute
9-10 AM Dr. King speech
10 - 11 AM Otis Anthony
11 - 12 PM Connie Burton
12 - 1 PM Democracy NouA with Amy Goodman
1 - 5 PM Documentary on the History of the Civil Rights Movement
5-6 PM Harrison Nash - the Power of Music
9-9:30 PM Tampa's Poet Laureate James Tokley on Soundstage

about the SCLC’s Drum
Major for Justice 20th an
niversary events — the
awards banquet, festival of
bands or parade — contact
the SCLC office, at (727)
327-0085, and leave a mes
sage.

Office of Human Rights
Pinellas County, Florida
400 South Fort Harrison, 5th Floor • Clearwater, Florida 33756

(727) 464-4880 • Fax (727) 464-4157 • Text Phone (727) 464-4062

Leon W. Russell, Human Rights/EEO Officer
Mercedes Pearson

Elizebeth Mauck

Mark Esparza

Jenny Alamo

Oliver Melvin

Antonio Babski

Carol Tresca

Nicholas Rivera-Ruiz

Lisa Postell

Alana Lewis
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Sen. Cleo Fields To Speak At MLK
Leadership Awards Breakfast------ST. PETERSBURG On Monday, Jan. 17, the
St. Petersburg Coliseum
wiU host the 19th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Leadership Awards Break
fast. The program begins at
7:30, with Mary Clowers
serving as the chair.
The featured guest
speaker will be Sen. Cleo
Fields, a Baton Rouge, La.
native.
He is a 1980 graduate
of McKinley High School
and a 1984 graduate of
Southern University in the
field of Mass Communi
cations. During his senior
year at Southern Univer
sity, he was elected Student
Government Association
President, and was also
elected by the Louisiana
Council of Student Body
Presidents to serve on the
Louisiana Board of Re
gents. In 1987, Fields
obtained his law degree
from Southern University
School of Law after having
clerked for both East Baton
Rouge Parish City Prose
cutor's office and the Parish
Attorney's Office.
Upon completion of
law school, that same year,
Fields was elected to the
Louisiana State Senate at
the age of 24. He became
the youngest person ever
elected to the State Senate
in Louisiana's history and
at that time, the youngest
in the nation. As State Sen-

Sen. Cleo Fields

ator, he authored and
passed legislation that
established Drug Free
Zones near school campus
es, an Inner City Economic
Development Program, and
numerous other bills he
helped co-authored for the
betterment of the 14th sen
atorial district.
In 1992, Fields was
elected to the U. S. House
of Representatives as
Congressman of Louisi
ana's 4th Congressional
district. Here again, at the
age 30, Fields held the
position of being the
youngest member to serve
in the 103rd Congress, As
Congressman, he intro
duced the Delta Initiatives
Act, the Stolen Guns Act,
and the Check Cashing Act
of 1993. He secured funds
for various projects and
held numerous town hall
meetings securing several
Presidential Cabinet mem
bers to address his con

stituents concerns person
ally. He also created a
Congressional Classroom
for elementary through
secondary school-age stu
dents, noted for being the
first of its kind in the coun
try, to develop leadership
and self-esteem while
understanding the govern
mental process.
In 1995, he made a bid
for the Governor of Loui
siana at which time he
made a historical mark by
being the first African
American to successfully
win a run off spot, and be
came the democratic nomi
nee. He went on to com
plete two terms as Con
gressman. Then, in the fall
of 1996, he decided not to
seek reelection due to
redistricting. Fields then
began a general consulting
group known as Cleo
Fields and Associates
where he serves as Presi
dent and C.E.O.
On Dec. 13, 1997,
Cleo Fields was elected to
the 14th Senatorial District
of Louisiana, returning him
to his political origin as
State Senator. He was
elected by a landslide in
the primary, with 75% of
the vote over five other
candidates. He then served
in the Senate simultaneous
ly with his younger broth
er, until his brother won a
judgeship, marking the
first time in Louisiana’s

history for two brothers to
serve at the same time.
Once he regained his sena
torial seat, Fields also
reestablished the Con
gressional Classroom as
the Louisiana Leadership
Institute. It is a nonprofit
youth organization that
provides services and pro
grams to urban youth.
Fields not only enjoys
creating the law, but also
practicing it. In 1998, he
established his own firm,
The Fields Law Firm,
LLC, which presently con
sists of three attorneys
practicing a diversity of
law. At the onset of this
new millennium, Fields
began his own statewide
interactive radio talk show
called none other than,
Cleo Live. It airs live
weekly and centers around
various issues effecting our
state and nation.
Fields served as Chair
of the Louisiana Legis
lative Black Caucus from
2000 - 2001 and recently
served as co-chair of Rainbow/Push Board of Trus
tees. He presently serves
as their General Council.
Fields is a member of
Mt.
Pilgrim
Baptist
Church. He is married to
his high school sweetheart,
Debra.
They have two
sons, Brandon and Christo
pher.

Follow The Dream! Make A
Difference! ------------------------------------------CLEARWATER -The
NAACP Clearwater/Upper
Pinellas County Branch
will commemorate the life
and legacy of the late Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
on Monday, Jan. 17, with
special events at the MLK
Center and Coachman Park
in Clearwater.
Doors to the MLK
Center will open at 7:30
a.m. for breakfast. Noted
singer and former ACT-SO
winner Jonathan Sullivan,
Poetess Magnolia Willis,
Clearwater High School
student Justin harris, and
Minister Ayakao Watkins
will lead the celebration.
Immediately following
the breakfast (approxi
mately at 10 a.m.), the par
ticipants will line-up for
the March to Coachman
Park. "We have sent our
invitations to over 300
churches, civic and com
munity leaders, organiza
tions and government offi
cials," said Bertha Kelley,
MLK 2005 chairperson. "It
is our desire for the march
to relcet the diversity of
central and north Pinellas

County." To date, over 20
organizations and/or bands
have faxed in their confir
mations, including Largo
High School Band of Gold,
Kings Highway Elemen
tary School Drumline and
Steppers, Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Bethany
C.M.E. and New Zion Mis
sionary Baptist Church.
According to Kelley, the
March will leave the MLK
Center and proceed to
Carlton Street, south to
MLK Avenue, east to Drew
Street and on to Coachman
Park.
After
arriving
at
Coachman Park, the fea
tured speaker will be the
Rev. Herbert Crump, Jr. of
Freedom Temple Minis
tries of South Carolina.
Rev. Crump has a magnifi
cent story of transforma
tion and service to others.
In the four years he has
served as Pastor of Free
dom Temple, his congrega
tion has grown from 38 to
over 2,500. This is an
encore appearance. He was
the keynote speaker of

NAACP - St. Petersburg Branch
Atty Darryl Ervin Rouson
President

150116th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-898-3310 • Fax 727-821-3009

MLK 2003.
Headlining the enter
tainment will be noted jazz
artist Eric Darius, Gospel
Singer Romando "Ziggy"
Mathias, former ACT-SO
Regional Winner, singer
Jonathan Sullivan and
James Champion will lead
his African Drum Troupe.
In addition to the
above activities, on Jan. 16,
the SEPIA Luncheon will
begin at 2:30 p.m., at the
North Greenwood Aquatic
Center. The featured speak
er will be Archie O. Wilson
from Nigeria, Africa.

The Kingly
Law

According to
the
Scriptures
“You must love
your neighbor
as yourself.”
- James 2:8

TAMPA BAY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

PATEL*CO*NSERVATORY
BEATS, RHYMES
ANT) MORE!
Hip-hop recording,
producing and performance
with “ranney”
and Kervens Joseph

Saturdays, Jan. 22 and Feb. 5
2‘5 P‘m‘

§180 (financial assistance is available.)

The workshop will be structured as
a model of the hip-hop industry with
training in live and recorded hip-hop.

It includes:
• a history of hip-hop/rap
• detailed instruction on urban creativity
• pointers on finding one's own distinctive
voice and place in the industry

Call 813.222.1002 to register.
patelconservatory.org

MA

Bayfront proudly announces the release of our Black 1 listorv Month flashcards,
featuring medical leaders of yesterday and today. Call (727 ) 893-6807 to place
vour order. Supply is limited. One per household.

Bayfront
Medical Center
vv vv w.bayfrofit.oru
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Black Leaders Turn King’s Dream Into A Nightmare
by Jerry Brooks
Every third Monday in
January, our nation cele
brates the life and accom
plishments of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Dr. King's struggle for
civil rights and equality are
certainly worthy of recog
nition and emulation.
Events will honor his life
and achievements. Amidst
all the music and fanfare,
however, some black lead
ers will take the opportuni
ty to make political state
ments. When they do so,
black Americans will once
again receive a heaping
helping of liberal divisive
ness and the toxic gospel of
victimology contributing to
black America's demise.
Not long ago, I
watched a replay of a past
King Day celebration at a
predominantly
black
church in Seattle. The
keynote speaker was Dr.
Carl Livingston, a profes
sor at a local community
college.

Author Jerry Brooks
Livingston's
speech
started out well enough, but
it devolved into a diatribe
against the "conservative
movement."
Livingston
presumed that conserva
tives in the 1980s did noth
ing for black Americans
except try to drag us back
to the South of the 1950s.
He said the only way that
black America can prosper
is for the government to
give us what we are due.
While he mixed in a

touch of personal responsi
bility to his rhetoric, he,
sadly, failed to take into
consideration that numer
ous black Americans
achieved economic success
during the 80s, moving
from the ranks of the poor
to the middle class and
higher. Minority entrepre
neurship also increased
substantially. So much for
oppression.
Livingston's rhetoric is
exactly what King Day cel

FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Representative Frank Peterman, Jr.
District 55

1198 62nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705-5620
(727) 552-1370

1402 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

As we commemorate this special 17th Anniversary
Celebration of the Martin Luther King Holiday, I encourage
each of you to make a personal commitment to serve
humanity with the vibrant spirit of unconditional love that
was Dr. King’s greatest strength! To promote his teachings
and carry forth his legacy into this 21st Century.
This day is not only for celebration and remembrance, edu
cation and tributes, but above all, “it is a day on
...not a day off”.

ebrations don't need. Liv
ingston should have saved
his political diatribe for one
of his classes or wrote a
column. This nonsense
doesn't belong in the pulpit
of a church. 1 could only
imagine what would have
happened if a conservative
spoke like that in a church.
But I digress.
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. never encouraged
victimhood. Instead, he
sought equality and justice
for all people. His message
was about unity, not the
divisiveness spewing out of
the mouths of many of
today's black leaders. His
vision was of a world
where people of all 'colors,
creeds, backgrounds and
faiths could work together
for a brighter future. It was
n't one where political cor
rectness, social programs
and government quotas
achieved a perverse sense
of equality. He eloquently
spoke of the content of a
person's character as the
key to being successful in
life, not the color of one's
skin.
For 40 years, many
black Americans have
unknowingly participated
in their own cultural deteri
oration. Out of wedlock
births among black Ameri
cans are at a level of nearly
70 percent. The hip-hop
music culture has severely
distorted the true definition
of manhood as well as den
igrated women to the level
of animals. Gangsta rap has
encouraged
violence,

rebellion and disrespect for
authority - especially law
enforcement. If black chil
dren desire academic
excellence and to be articu
late, they're automatically
and cruelly labeled as not
being
"authentically
black."
Far too many black
Americans still place their
faith in people like Jesse
Jackson and Al Sharpton,
who are more than willing
to lead them down a prim
rose path of self-destruc
tion for the sole purpose of
keeping their stranglehold
of political power on the
black community at large.
Dr. King's birthday
should be more than just a
day off or a chance for
black leaders to take cheap
potshots at conservatives. It
should be a tribute to a man
who literally risked it all to
make America a better
place. It's also a reminder
that, even though we still
have problems, we still
have made tremendous
strides in terms of equality
- not just for black Ameri
cans, but for all Americans.
We can forget the true
lessons of Martin Luther
King's life, but we do so at
our own peril.
Jerry Brooks is a mem
ber of the black leadership
network Project 21 and a
political consultant in
Spokane,
Washington.
Comments may be sent to
Project21 @nationalcenter.org.

Beef • Pork • Poultry • Grocery

RAJAX QUALITY
MARKET
2327 M.L. King St. S. • St
Petersburg, FL 33705

(813) 821-3068
l/l/e Accept EBT

:(727)895-2448

With our hearts open to his spirit let us celebrate the values
of equality, tolerance, courage, truth, justice, compassion,
dignity, humility and service that so eloquently defined Dr.
King’s character and empowered his leadership.

FOOD STORE, INC.
Grocery, Meat, Poultry, Specialty Meats, Fresh Produce,
Lotto, & Money Orders

* 1500 9TH ST. SOUTH • ST. PETE, FIA 33701 *

Bay Area Brotherhood Honors
Dr. King-----------------------------------TAMPA BAY - On
Jan. 15, the Bay Area
Brotherhood will hold their
32nd Annual Banquet to
honor the achievements of
Dr. King. The program,
which begins at 5 p.m., will
take place at the Surf’s
Edge Enlisted Club at
MacDill Air Force Base.
This year’s featured
guest speaker is FBI Spe
cial Agent Carl Whitehead,
who works in the FBI
Tampa
Field
Office.
Having served with the FBI
for 22 years, Whitehead
currently covers 18 coun-

The banquet will fea
ture a cocktail hour, a deli
cious soul food buffet and
awards presentations, as
well as a fashion show and
dance. Proceeds from the
event will go towards the
organization’s community
outreach efforts for chil
dren, such as the annual
Christmas party and Easter
Egg Hunt.
For more information,
call Isell Denson, project
officer and parliamentari
an, at (813) 839-3463.

Special Agent Carl
Whitehead
ties in central Florida. He is
a Detroit, Mich. Native.

M.L. King, Jr. Biography
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
(Jan. 15,1929-April 4,1968)
was bom Michael Luther
King, Jr., but later had his
name changed to Martin. His
grandfather began the fami
ly's long tenure as pastors of
the Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta, serving from
1914 to 1931; his father has
served from then until the
present, and from 1960 until
his death Martin Luther
acted as co-pastor. Martin
Luther attended segregated
public schools in Georgia,
graduating from high school
at the age of fifteen; he
received the B. A. degree in
1948 from Morehouse Col
lege, a distinguished Negro
institution of Atlanta from
which both his father and
grandfather had been gradu
ated. After three years of
theological study at Crozer
Theological Seminary in
Pennsylvania where he was
elected president of a pre
dominantly white senior
class, he was awarded the
B.D. in 1951. With a fellow
ship won at Crozer, he
enrolled in graduate studies
at Boston University, com
pleting his residence for the
doctorate in 1953 and
receiving the degree in 1955
In Boston he met and mar
ried Coretta Scott, a young
woman of uncommon intel
lectual and artistic attain
ments. Two sons and two
daughters were bom into the
family.
In 1954, Martin Luther
King accepted the pastorale
of the Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church in Montgomery,
Alabama. Always a strong
worker for civil rights for
members of his race, King
was, by this time, a member
of the executive committee

of the National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People, the leading
organization of its kind in
the nation. He was ready,
then, early in December,
1955, to accept the leader
ship of the first great Negro
nonviolent demonstration of
contemporary times in the
United States, the bus boy
cott described by Gunnar
Jahn in his presentation
speech in honor of the laure
ate. The boycott lasted 382
days. On Dec. 21, 1956,
after the Supreme Court of
the United States had
declared unconstitutional the
laws requiring segregation
on buses, Negroes and
whites rode the buses as
equals. During these days of
boycott, King was arrested,
his home was bombed, he
was subjected to personal
abuse, but at the same time
he emerged as a Negro
leader of the first rank.
In 1957 he was elected
president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Con
ference, an organization
formed to provide new lead
ership for the now burgeon
ing civil rights movement. In
these years, he led a massive
protest in Birmingham,
Alabama, that caught the
attention of the entire world,
providing what he called a
coalition of conscience, and
inspiring his "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail", a mani-

festo of the Negro revolu
tion; he planned the drives in
Alabama for the registration
of Negroes as voters; he
directed the peaceful march
on Washington, D.C., of
250,000 people to whom he
delivered his address, "1
Have a Dream", he con
ferred with President John F.
Kennedy and campaigned
for President Lyndon B.
Johnson; he was arrested
upwards of twenty times and
assaulted at least four times;
he was awarded five hon
orary degrees; was named
Man of the Year by Time
magazine in 1963; and
became not only the symbol
ic leader of American blacks
but also a world figure.
At the age of thirty-five,
Martin Luther King, Jr., was
the youngest man to have
received the Nobel Peace
Prize. When notified of his
selection, he announced that
he would turn over the prize
money of $54,123 to the fur
therance of the civil rights
movement.
On the evening of April
4, 1968, while standing on
the balcony of his motel
room in Memphis, Tennes
see, where he was to lead a
protest march in sympathy
with striking garbage work
ers of that city, he was assas
sinated.
Information from nobelprize.org.
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Rev. Dr. Martin L.
King, Jr. - "Injustice
Anywhere Is Injustice
Everywhere."
by Rick Gee
Challenger, correspondent
During the recent holi
day, I telephoned my first
cousin Bill Payne to wish
him a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. Bill is a
New Jersey State Assem
blyman for the 29th Legis
lative District, NJ General
Assembly and also, Deputy
Chief of Staff in the Office
of the Essex County Exe
cutive. As is usually the
case, after sharing family
news, our telephone con
versation changed from
personal to more serious
business. Since the Rev.
Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Day
would shon be celebrated, I
asked him to share with me
and the many readers of
The Weekly Challenger,
memories of his personal
relationship with Dr. King.
He agreed to do so, and
the following is an excerpt
of Cousin Bill’s conversa
tion with me about his rela
tionship with Rev. Dr.
Martin L. King, Jr.:
"The first time I met
Dr. King was about six
months, after he had initiat

ed the Montgomery Bus
Boycott in 1955. Later on,
we met again when he
came to speak to the Na
tional Convention of the
NAACP in San Francisco.
At that time, I was the
National Chairman of the
Youth and College Chap
ters of the NAACP. I had
the honor of chairing the
convention, and introduc
ing Dr. King to the atten-'
dees, so that he could give
a report on the progress of
the Montgomery Bus
Boycott.
From that time on, I
was pretty much in regular
touch with Dr. King and
got to know him fairly
well. We spoke on the tele
phone a number of times
and talked about many dif
ferent things. We did, in
fact even have a conversa
tion about Malcolm X, at
the time that Malcolm was
on a pilgrimage to Mecca.
This was when Malcolm
had left The Nation of
Islam and was searching
for "truth." I remember Dr.
King saying that he was
worried about Malcolm’s

19. 2005

safety when he returned to
the United States.
On another occasion, I
arranged to bring Dr. King
to New Jersey to speak at a
local synagogue. At the
time, I was working at The
Prudential
(Insurance
Company), and as I recall,
an executive vice president
of the company had been in
a serious car accident. Dr.
King had met the gentle-

Bill Payne, a cousin of
Rick Gee, recalls meet
ing with Dr. King.
man on one of his earlier
visits. When I told Dr.
King about him being in an
accident, Dr. King called
his wife and told her that
he would pray for her hus
band’s recovery. Dr. King
was a very unassuming
person. Even though he
had won the Nobel Peace
Prize, and that he had in
fact, turned the entire so
cial movement around on
its ears, he was a person
who was simply amazed by
ordinary things. He was a
very down to earth individ
ual.
However, the last time
I saw Dr. King was just
about a week before he was
assassinated in Memphis. I

had been in Washington,
D.C. for a meeting and
while there someone told
me that Dr. King was
speaking in New Jersey
that same evening. I flew
back and rushed to the
Abyssinia Baptist Church
in Newark. Because there
were no available parking
spaces, I had to doublepark my car. As I walked
up the church steps I tinned
around, and saw Dr. King
getting out of a car and
coming
towards
the
church. We greeted each
other and he told me how
exhausted he was because,
he had been in New Jersey
for the entire day. He said
that he had started out very
early that morning speak
ing at a local high school,
and then had traveled
throughout Northern New
Jersey. He said he was just
so exhausted, but was
scheduled to make one
more speech that evening.
You may recall, at that
time, the Vietnam War was
going on. Many people,
were criticizing the war,
and Dr. King was a major
outspoken opponent of the
war. Other civil rights and
government leaders were
criticizing him for taking
on the war. They said the
war wasn’t something he
should be talking about; he
should stick to civil rights.
But, Dr. King believed that
injustice anywhere is injus
tice everywhere. He felt
that Vietnam was an unjust
war. Because of his stance
against the war, some peo
ple believed that folks
would no longer come and
listen to him anymore.

Well, that night proved
them to be wrong, the
church was overflowing
with people. It was stand
ing room only, confirming
that Dr. King still had the
ability to draw a multitude
of people.
In any event, after his
speech, Dr. King came out
of the church and told me
that he was going over to
Harry’s (Belafonte) house
in New York. He said that
Harry was hosting a fund
raiser for his organization.
He asked me to ride over to
New York with him, and I
actually started to go.
However, people were
coming out of the church
and I had to move my car
out of the way. So, I said to
Dr. King that I had better
move my car and that I
would see him the next
time. He said okay and got
into his car, waiving good
bye to me out of the back
window. And that’s the
very last time I ever saw
him alive.
He went to Belafonte’s
in New York where he
stayed the night. He then
went home to visit with his
family for a couple of days.
Days later, Dr. King trav
eled to Memphis, during
which time, he was killed.
Needless to say, I regret to
this day not having taken
that ride with him, but who
knew that would be the last
time I would see him alive.
An important thing to
remember about Dr. King
was that he was so humble,
so down to earth, and so
regular.
It’s common knowl
edge that Dr. King was a
magnificent speaker. In
fact, the first time, I heard
him speak was in San Fran
cisco. I watched as the en
tire auditorium of 5,000
people tried to get up on
the stage just to shake his
hand, to touch him. If Dr.
King had said, now I want
all of you to walk across
the water with me, I would
have been the first person
to try to walk with him. Dr.
King made such an indeli
ble impression on me.
The man had lifted all
of us up so high, and he
was just so incredible that
obviously I’ve never seen
or met anyone like him
again. I’m blessed that I
had the opportunity to meet
him and to know him on a
personal basis. And, as a
result of my relationship
with Dr. King, I try to sub
scribe to his philosophy by
doing the very best that I
can to lift up those people
who are the least among
us."
And that ladies and
gentlemen was the gist of
my cousin Bill and my
telephone conversation. I
never get tired of hearing
my cousin Bill tell about
his friendship with Dr.
King. It’s a beautiful and
very interesting story. I
hope you enjoyed it as
well.

RECOLLECTIONS

by Frances Pinckney

King Inspired And
Influenced----------When Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. was elected
president of the historic
bus boycott in Mont
gomery, Alabama black
America accepted with a
hallelujah elation, at long
last we have a black leader
who will stand the test of
time in advocating justice
and freedom for African
Americans and all of hu
manity.
The powerful voice of
this son and grandson of
preachers was moving and
impressive to me. Pushed
me to be more articulate in
my speaking and more ex
pressive in my writing.
But it wasn’t just about the
voice, which could serve
up, and old-fashioned
country preacher cadenced
sermon or an eloquent tel
evisions speech. King was
able to effect action; con
sider how he elevated a
local protest, The Mont
gomery, Alabama bus boy
cott into a national non
violent resistance.
Other cities in the
south started bus boycotts.
Tallahassee, my hometown

began a bus boycott May
30, 1956. My dad died
that year during the boy
cott and I recall a minister
was arrested on the way to
the funeral. An announce
ment was made to alert
everyone to be careful and
"we’ve got to stand strong
with Rev. King".
King influence unity
in the black community.
I’d never witnessed such
unity before. In my rural
community those who had
cars drove those who had
none to work and back
during the boycott. It did
n’t matter what time. No
one was going to ride those
city buses under segregat
ed conditions and that was
that.
I who have been al
ways fascinated with the
written word find King’s
writing compelling and
brilliant especially the let
ter from a Birmingham
Jail. A quote from this let
ter" wait has always meant
never. It has been a tranquilizing, thalidomide, re
lieving the emotional
stress for a moment only to

give birth to an ill formed
infant..." And of course
King’s "I Have a Dream
Speech", probably the
most memorable, is recited
in classrooms, churches
nationwide in celebration
of his birthday.
Several years ago my
pastor Father Bill Mason,
who was pastor of St.
Joseph’s Catholic church,
asked me to write about
what Martin Luther King
Jr. had in common with
John the Baptist. I wrote a
sketch, "In Common", the
beginning of the sketch
was scripture.
John the Baptist "Prepare the way of the
Lord.
Make his paths
straight.
Every valley
shall be exalted and every
mountain and hill shall be
made low".
Martin Luther King Jr.
- "I have a dream that
one day every valley shall
be exalted and every
mountain and hill shall be
made low."
Martin Luther King Jr.
'Ton know we have a
lot in common John. We
aroused enthusiasm in the
common people and were
thorns in the sides of those
in authority. You were the
voice crying for simmers to
repent. I was the voice cry
ing for the liberation of my
people."
And so Martin Luther
King Jr. a man of exalted
sense and common sense a
man of God who dedicated
his life to make the world a
better place in which to
live touched and influ
enced the lives of many.
The spirit of his life will
forever be a good influence
on mine.

The Kingly Law According to the Scriptures
“For the word of God is alive and exerts power, and
is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints
and their marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and
intentions of the heart.”

- Hebrews 4:12
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■

Greatness, Attitude & Potential Program

FREE After School Program (Pinellas County)
Ages12-18 • Registration Week of January 10th-15th, 2005
■Session begins Tuesday, January 18th, 2005

Program Offers Youth
••'Self

Esteem, Cultural Identity

•Avoiding Peer Pressure to Sex, Drugs/Alcohol and Violence

•Goal Setting, Refusal Skills

•Professional Family Counselor and Anger Management Specialist
i Provided
•Meets 2 days - 2 hours a week, 2 monthly field trips
■ Graduation & Commitment Ceremony after completion of program

Parent Sessions
■ How to effectively communicate with your teen about sex
• Sighs of Drug/Alcohol and Violence (gangs) Prevention

I Where:

z

\

hold these
truths to be
self-evident
that all men
are created
equal.”
K

- The Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr. ,

I Clearwater: YMCA of the High Point Branch, N. Greenwood Aquatic and

1 Recreation Center
1 Largo: Middle School
St. Petersburg: Campbell and Child’s Park Recreation Center, Salvation Army and

■ James B. Sanderlin Center
Tarpon: CAP (Citizen Alliance for Progress) Center, Union Academy

CALL TO FIND OUT
THE CLOSEST SITE TO YOUR HOME!

(727) 823-2288
Supported in part by:

Project No. 003206-01 from HRSA/SRRANS Community-Based
Abstinence Education Fund and the James B. Sanderlin Center
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"Be wise, trust God in
2005. "
Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. As we thank
God and embark on anoth

er year, let us be mindful of
the many, many blessings
God has bestowed upon us
and praise God for His
wonderful grace and mercy
unto all.
Pastor Clarence A.
Williams and the Mt. Zion
church family cordially
invite you to attend wor
ship services with us at 919
- 20th St. S. this Sunday or
just at anytime during the
month.
Join us at 7:30 a.m. for
our early morning service
as we give praise and
thanksgiving to God for
His love shown toward us.
Followed
by
Church
School at 9:30 a.m., we
encourage you to join us as
we collectively learn more
of the Word of God togeth
er.
Our
contemporary
worship service is at 11
a.m. Join us as we lift high
the name of Jesus in song

Tarver
from front page

fate for Tarver, who, along
with other speakers and
members verbalized the love
he has for his wife and con
stant companion of 42 years,
Marsha Tarver. In addition,
Rev. Isaac Bell, an associate
minister, described Tarver as
a "humble man" who es
chews praise by advising
people to "give it to Jesus
Christ."
Certainly, Tarver’s actions bless many lives.
Speakers described him as a
man who simply works hard
every day without fanfare.
Many people cited instances
of Tarver helping strangers
in need with money from his
own pocket
The theme was "Work
ing the Works of Him that
Sent Me," John 9:4, a pas
sage that emphasizes the
urgency of performing
God’s work on earth be
cause death puts a stop to a
man’s days of such labor.
One example of that
labor was Tarver’s decision
to help victims of hurricanes
last year. As part of the
Upper Pinellas County
Ministerial Alliance, he
toured affected Lake Wales
last year and said they dis
covered an entire row of
houses gone. The Alliance
gathered food and clothing
to deliver to the people there
and more supplies to help
people in Haiti.
Tarver said he did it
"because they needed help."
Speakers stated that if
you saw Pastor Tarver gen
erally Mrs. Tarver was
beside him. Tarver also said
that he could not accomplish
what he did without the love
of his wife.
Still, staying around for
20 years and being madly in
love with your own wife
does not justify a feast. The
real celebration was love,
the unabashed and unre
served reciprocal love
between Tarver - a man var
iously called pastor, friend
and father - and those at the
banquet.
Church members count
him as pastor, friend and
father. In the words of one
members,
Tarver
has
preached, prayed, baptized,

and have a good time in the
Lord. The Richardson
Special Chorus will minis
ter in song through out the
day. Pastor Williams will
proclaim the Word of God.
Make a new start. Come
join us in worship at Zion
as we begin anew giving
glory to God!
Other ministries in
clude:

to that celebration. We’ll
enjoy an "Old Fashion
Sunday
Service"
on
Sunday, Jan. 23. Come out
in your bonnet and over
alls. We wants to go back
in history to the days of
old. The "Super Bowl Tea
"will follow on Saturday,
Feb. 5. Join us in a good
time as we put on a push on
for the "2005 Champions."
• Monday - Bible You don’t want to miss the
Study, 6 p.m.
culminating worship serv
• Wednesday - Early ices. Our speakers are on
morning prayer, 6:30 a.m.; fire, and we are anticipat
Vintage Bible Study, 11 ing a glorious time in the
a.m. Join us for our new Lord. Get ready,, get
services: Hour of Prayer, 6 involved and be a part of
p.m.; Hour of Power, 7 this great celebration.
p.m. If you’re in need of a
Looking for a church
mid-week lift, join us for home? We extend an invi
two power-packed hours. tation to you to join us. We
Your heart will be encour as a church share the love
aged and your spirit of God, and the Holy Spirit
revived and renewed!
reigns. We’d love to have
Upcoming events:
you!
• Jan. 23 - Old fash
Thought for the week:
ion Sunday service at "Don’t follow the Jones,
7:30 and 11 a.m.
always strive to follow
Let’s all get involved in JESUS."
our
upcoming
"80th
Be blessed, and have a
Church
Anniversary" Jesus-filled week!
scheduled for Feb. 20.
Several events will lead up

married and consoled them
for 20 years. No matter who
they were, he loved them all.
That love takes into
account that "different peo
ple have different needs,"
said LoAnner Rutledge, his
administrative assistant for
more than 10 years, she was
bom into the St. Johns con
gregation. Rutledge said that
Tarver treats everyone right,
which sometimes means
going into his pocket to give
people money, Rutledge
mentioned one anonymous
man that Tarver has helped
for years.
The Weekly Challenger
asked Tarver several ques
tions.
One was why he contin
ued to help this man. Tarver
replied that it was better to
risk being taken advantage
of than refuse to help some
one who really needed help.'
Another question was
why he became a minister.
Tarver replied that he "was
called" and that if you have
that experience you simply
know.
A third was to ask if lis
tening to all the praise, nor
mally given at funerals,
when the honoree was not
able to respond embarrassed
him. Tarver said, "These are
loving people. I could say
the same things about them.
They are humble, courteous,
hardworking. I love them
and I believe they love me.
You wouldn’t want a better
family:"
Member Stanley Boyd,
the chairperson of the
Trustee Board, spent much ,
of the dinner holding or coo
ing to his three-month old
godson, Avery. He credited
Tarver with helping him
understand the Bible. Tarver
is a "pastor who loves this
congregation." Boyd said. "I
love him to death."
Although Tarver is the
father of six children, many
other people refer to him as
their father or second father
or spiritual father.
Bell described Tarver as
a man who "steps in" and is
"a father" for any child with
out a father. Tarver wants.
them "to go higher than
where he is, like a parent he
wants the best for you," Bell
said.
Two other men, who

refer to Tarver as a second
father, also credit him with
encouraging
them
to
become ministers and sup
porting those efforts as well.
Adams is one of those,
and said that beyond en
couraging him that Tarver
delayed his own graduation
from Florida Theological
Seminary and Culture Cen
ter in Lakeland to make sure
that Adams was on firm
footing there.
Another is Tarver’s sonin-law, Rev. Ronald Wade,
pastor of Grand Central
Baptist Church in St. Peters
burg. Wade said he grew up
in the St. John congregation
and that Tarver not only
encouraged his decision to
become a minister but also
made sure he had the tuition
too, so it would not be a bur
den.
Many people recounted
tales of Tarver’s financial
generosity to people in need,
especially those who are
strangers and not members
of his church. Although
there are many times when
money for whatever is need
ed, from utility bills to gro
ceries, comes from church
funds, many times the
money comes from Tarver’s
pocket.
Although Tarver’s fa
vorite hymn is "Blessed
Assurance," the words from
another song sung early in
the evening seem to sum the
man: "I’ve come too far to
turn around now."

Friendship Missionary Annual MLK, Jr. Salad Festival
Baptist Church--------- at New Philadelphia--------------In observance of Dr.

A stewardship of life

and visitors present for

Martin Luther King, Jr.

will be the proclamation

holiday celebration, the

challenge

mid-

mid-week Bible Study.
This 40-day study will be

during

annual “Salad Festival”

morning service at New

about the book entitled,

will be held. New Phila

Philadelphia. The pastor

delphia will provide salads

will honor the servanthood

“The
Purpose-Driven
Life.” Scriptural sharing,

and soups, over conversa
tion and fellowship, to

life of Dr. King. Children

anecdotal reflections and

and youth will read ex

personal analogies from

honor the memory of Dr.

cerpts from his writings.

King. This activity will

Members of the church

life made for a spiritually
edifying session. Bible

take place in church’s fel

family will also share his

Study commences at 7 p.m.

lowship hall immediately
after the MLK parade. This

torical memories of the life
of this great man.

on Wednesday. The public

event is open to the public

at no charge or donation.

is invited.

Christian commenda

tions to the many members

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church -----------------------------------Catching the vision
John Frazier will be honored on Jan. 16.

Pastor John A. Evans
Sr. the first family and the
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church prayerfully
invite you to attend wor
ship services with us at
3300 - 31st St. S. We also
invite you to all chinchrelated functions during the
week.
First worship service
begins at 7:45 a.m. with the
Deacons Ministry and
Brotherhood Ministry ren
dering devotion. The Fel
lowship Choir will sing,
and the Fellowship'Ushers
will serve. Pastor John A.
Evans, Sr. will render the
A second worship ser
vice is held at 10:30 a.m.
There are many seats avail
able at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. worship service.,
Sunday School service
begins at 9:30 a.m. prompt
ly with the superintendent
rendering the devotion.
Tuesday, Jan. 11 Youth Enrichment Bible
hour along with alternate
Tuesday's choir rehearsal
and usher practice.
Wednesday, Jan. 12 Bread of Life and Noonday
Bible Study serving lunch
to the community at large/
in need. Purpose driven life
•is being taught by none
other than our own Minis
ter Blanche Reedy. Come
be blessed and see what
God has in store for you in
2005!!!!! Wednesday eve
ning Bible Study and praise
and worship service will be
rendered by the Praise
Team, and Pastor Evans
will render the lesson on
the Trinity. We are learning
how to praise God for who
He is!! Come and see what

we will seek to be through
Jesus, THE MAN that died
for you and me!!!!!
There will be various
meetings in regards to the
Florida West Coast Baptist
Convention to be hosted by
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church this year,
April 4-8. Please watch
your bulletins or visit us on
the web at www.fmbctheship.org for more details
and information.
There will be a dutch
dinner on Saturday, Jan. 15
at 5:30 p.m. at Saffron’s
Restaurant, 1700 Park St.
N. Everyone is invited to
come and enjoy the fellow
ship.
Please come Sunday,
Jan. 16 and help us cele
brate the life and music
services of our own John
Frazier at 4 p.m. Brother
Frazier has served as musi
cian for. many church
choirs and as a sololist. For
more details, contact (727)
906-8300 Monday through
Friday, between 9 a.m. and
3 p.m.
Also, on Jan. 23, our
own Sharon Saulsby will
be giving her trial sermon
message at 4 p.m.
Finally, we will be cel
ebrating the life and times
of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Jan. 14-17 with The
Drum Major for Justice
parade, breakfast and battle
of the bands celebrations.
We wish to ask all
Americans of all nationali
ties to respect the life of Dr.
King, Jr. by practicing
NON-VIOLENCE
and
FELLOW PEACE toward
all brotherhood and sister
hood.

REVITALIZING AMERICA'S MARRIAGES

The New Hope family
invites each and every one
to come worship with us.
We invite everyone to come

Hosted By:

February 5, 2005
For Further Information Please View

www. Rodgers CrouD5.com

Minister

Tony

Young is minister of music,

2005.
Sunday School begins

McKenny

at 9 a.m. We have good
spirit-filled teachers rightly

dividing the Word of truth.

and

McKenny. Our percussion
ist is Marcus Childs. The
Bread of Life will be

dren

Senior. You are invited to

yourselves.

office at (727) 896-5228

between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m.,
through Friday.

Monday

Weekly events:
Tuesday - Prayer

Michael

Parents - bring your chil

and

please call the church

accompanied by Vemard

served by our dynamic pas
tor, the Rev. Carlos L.

Meeting/Bible Study- 6:30
p.m.

Thursday Band -11 a.m.

Prayer

Upcoming event:

Come, let’s learn about this

all services at New Hope.

New Hope will wor
ship with Mt. Tabor M.B.

good God who has brought

We hope to see you there!

Church, Tampa, the Rev.

us this far because of His

The address is 2120 -19th
St. S.

T.D. Leonard, pastor, Jan.
16, 4 p.m.

love for us.
at

If you are in need of

10:15 a.m. with our dea-

transportation to church,

Devotion

begins

St. Mark: Missionary Baptist
Church
The- St. Mark Mission
ary Baptist Church, under

how he had walked in truth
and with loyal heart before
the Lord. God heard the

the South Florida Progres
sive Baptist Association,

its official staff and all of

prayer of his servant, re
membered the relationship

Congress #2. All churches
in the Association will

its members extends to the

they had and vowed that he

assemble at St. Mark M.B.

the leadership of its pastor,
the Rev. Brian K. Brown,

Jan. 26-28 the convening of

entire community its wish

would

Hezekiah’s

Church for services held

es that God’s richest bless

body on the third day upon

nightly and on Saturday

ings will be bestowed upon

his visit to the House of the

morning.

them. St. Mark is grounded

Lord. God thus remem

• Sunday, Jan. 30 dur

in a Christ-centered doc

bered his servant and re

ing the 11:45 a.m. service,

trine that has as its central

warded his faithfulness

Mission Emphasis Day. As

mission a philosophy of

with healing for his body

part of our ongoing min

hope, help and healing for

and defeat for the enemy

istry, we invite the public to

those seeking salvation and

army. God granted Heze

join us in worship and fel

guidance in their spiritual
journey.

kiah 15 more years of life

lowship during our weekly

and a successor in the per

worship services which in

Sermon Review for

son of Manasseh to contin

clude:

Jan. 2 - Continuation of the

ue to uphold the blood

"Can

series:

God

Be

Trusted in Trouble." Scrip

heal

stained banner.

ture text taken from II King

Upcoming events for
January 2005:

20, 1-11. The scripture text

During the month of

focuses on King Hezekiah

January, the St. Mark M.B..

who was in the prime of his

Church family will contin

life. At the same time, he

ue in fellowship with the

was faced with impending

following sister churches:

Early morning worship
(first Sunday only), 7 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:30
a.m.

Morning

Worship,

10:45 a.m.

Baptist

Training

Union, 5 p.m.

Other weekly services

invasion from the mighty

• Tuesday, Jan. 18 at

Assyrian army and was

7:30 p.m., True Light M.B.

Ministry

told by the prophet to get

Church of the city, cele

Mondays at 6 p.m.; Sunday

his affairs in order because

brating its church and pas

School teachers’ meeting,

tor’s 11th anniversary.

Tuesdays at 7 p.m.; Senior
Hour of Power Bible Study,

up and waited to die but

• Thursday, Jan. 20 at
7:30 p.m., First Baptist

instead, he turned his face

Church of Sun City, Ruskin

Prayer Meeting and Bible

to the wall and prayed to

celebrating its pastor’s 1 lth

Study,

anniversary.
• Wednesday-Friday,

p.m.).

he

was

going

to die.

his God. Hezekiah spoke

'The Rodgers Ministry Group'

service.

catch the vision that our
pastor has for us in the year

Hezekiah could have given

A Pre-Valentine Day Marriage Seminar

cons in charge. The Male
Chorus will lead us in
praise and worship song

openly to God and related

include Children and Youth

meetings,

Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. and
Thursdays

at 7

7rnsf in the Lord with

all thine heart and
lean not unto thine
own understanding.
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Sony Urban Gospel Showcase of New
Inspirational Music Features Gospel
Legends and Emerging New Stars----national stage in 1998 with
Everlasting Life and fol

lowed with a live concert
album in 2001 and Try Me

Again in 2004. Along the
way, the Texas-born sing
er's distinctive, jazzy sound
has won a legion of fans,

the admiration of fellow

artists and a slew of awards

MOM

and nominations. Current

ly, Burrell anticipates her

latest release with Sony

BeBe Winans

Urban/Epic.

HOUSTON - Sony

'Live' and CeCe Winans.

like Warryn Campbell and

Urban Gospel's brightest

We also are pleased to wel

lights will shine brilliantly

come the anointed Elder
William Murphy to the

Rodney Jerkins, the collec
tion further explored the

Sony Urban/Columbia

April 5, 2005.
Israel Houghton has

recording artist Tye Trib

long been regarded as one

bett and his choir, Greater

of Christian music's fore

Anointing (G.A.), have the

gospel world buzzing. The
New Jersey natives' debut

Sony family. We want

duo's gift for mixing
gospel, R&B and hip-hop

everyone to come out and

to produce a sound that

most worship leaders,
songwriters, recording ar

captures audiences across

tists and producers, and his

Weekend. Held during the

have a great time with us."
BeBe Winans is a

genres. Currently, the sib

talents are recognized by

album Life, has garnered
2005 Stellar nominations

weekend of gospel music's

gospel artist who stands on

lings are preparing for the

the industry this year with a

New Artist of the Year,

Stellar

rare ground. With four

release of their third full-

Stellar nominations

for

Contemporary Male Vocal

Awards, the Sony Urban
Gospel Showcase will fea

Grammy Awards, ten Dove

length CD on Sony Ur-

Artist of the Year, Producer

ist of the Year and Urban/

Awards and six Stellar

ban/Columbia.

of the Year, Male Vocalist

Inspirational Performance

ture performances by ac

Awards to his credit, the

After five albums, the

of the Year and CD of the

of the Year. Life has pro

claimed gospel stars BeBe

singer, songwriter and pro

highly acclaimed, brother/

Year. A former member of

duced three hit singles

Winans,

Mary,

ducer is truly Gospel royal

sister gospel duo Anointed

gospel great Fred Ham

since its release in June

Anointed, Kim Burrell, and

ty. His success runs in the

is back in the spotlight with

mond's Radical for Christ,

2004-"NoWay," "My Joy"

Tye Tribbett, as well on

family. Winans began per

an eagerly-awaited new

Houghton has worked with

and "Everything." Tribbett

stage appearances by Israel

forming as a background

album, Now Is The Time,

a range of stellar artists

started his career in his

newly-

singer for his renowned

the beloved gospel duo's

including CeCe Winans,

father's church and later

signed Sony Urban Gospel

brothers, The Winans, and

first recording for Sony

Donnie

and

turned the family garage

artist William Murphy. The

went on to record a string

Urban/Columbia Records.

Yolanda Adams, and has

into a studio. He founded

showcase takes place from

of chart-topping gospel knd

Guided by the creative

also hosted his own televi

G.A. in 1996 and the

Midnight to 2am at the
Hilton Americas-Houston,

R&B hits with his Sister

vision of Da'dra Crawford

sion show on the Trinity

gospel choir went on to win

Greathouse and Steve
Crawford, Anointed has,
for more than a decade,
moved seamlessly between
Gospel and Contemporary

Broadcasting

Network.

first place in a national

our distributed label fami

sisters

With three albums under
his belt - 200l's New Sea
son, 2002's Israel Hough
ton and New Breed and
2004's Live From Another
Level - Houghton antici

Gospel competition. Trib

Urban Gospel, along with

Cece Winans. After two
decades in music, theatre
and film, Winans returns
with his latest solo project
on Hidden Beach/Sony.
The California-born

in Houston on Jan. 14, for
The Sony Urban Gospel
Showcase: Grace, Power
and Praise on a- Stellar

Annual

20th

Mary

Houghton

and

Ballroom of the Americas
(1600 Lamar St., Houston).
"2005 is going to be an
exciting year for Sony

McClurkin

bett and G.A. caught the
attention

of

Christian Education Training
Institute 2005
The Tampa District of

such as dedicated Bible

the West Coast Annual

study, missionary outreach,

Conference of the Eleventh
Episcopal District of the

tutorial and mentoring pro

African Methodist Episco

recognizes

pal Church will present its

ministries, which include

annual "Christian Educa

music, Christian and proper

tion Training Institute2005" on Jan. 21-23 at

secular youth development,

Temple

ing preparation, writing

Allen

grams, the A.M.E. Church

scouting, leadership train

AME

and reading comprehen

Church, located at 21.01 N..

Lowe

St.,

City,

Ybor

Tampa.
The theme for the insti

tute is "Effectively Using
Christian Education to

specialized

Rev. Dr. Daryl Ingram

sion.
Church and community

p.m. - Summarization and

members of all ages; the

Adjournment

young and not so young,

Sunday: 4 p.m. - Re

are invited and encouraged

Enhance and Strengthen

commitment Worship Ser

to attend and be blessed by

the Churches of the Tampa

vice and Concert, gospel

this Christian Education

District West Coast Annual

and spiritual music by the

Conference."
Program Schedule:

dynamic Alumni Singers of

Training Institute.
For more information,

please call (813) 229-1438,

Friday: 7 p.m. - Open

Tampa Bay.
The African Methodist

ing Praise and Worship
Service. Sermon: Rev. Dr.

Episcopal Church continI
. .
ues to emphasize Christian

9775,

AME

and secular education for

templeamec.org.

Church Connectional Di

its members and the com

rector, Christian Education

munity at large - in a vigor

Young, Resident Bishop;

Department

ous effort to remain true to

Rev. Theodore Andrews,

Saturday: 8-8:30 a.m. -

its precise and sound theol

Presiding Elder; Rev. Dr.

Registration and Continen

ogy and secular philoso

Daryl

tal Breakfast. 8:30-9:30

phy. This theology and phi

ctional Christian Education

a.m. - General Assembly

losophy are deeply rooted

Director;

and Presentation: "What is
Christian
Education?"

in a God-led and Bibli

Givins, Chairman, District

cally-driven determination

Commission on Christian

9:30-11:30 a.m. - Seminars

of self-help, and the actual
ization of God's generous

Education;

gifts to all people.
Accordingly, in addi

sion on Christian Educa

tion; Rev. Willie J.. Cook,

and

tion to Christian and secu

host pastor, Allen Temple

Workshops, Part II. 2:15—3

lar educational programs

A.M.E. Church

Daryl

Ingram,

and Workshops, Part I.

11:30-12:15 p.m. - Lunch
and Fellowship. 12:15-2:15
p.m.

-

Seminars

(813) 879-2648, (727) 550or

e-mail

send

inquiries to: info@allenRev.

Rt.

McKinley

Ingram,

Conne

Rev.

James

Travis

Lee,

Director, District Commis

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church----------------------------------

Grammy

vices on Sunday, Sunday
School at 9:30 a.m. and
Prayer Meeting and Bible

Jan. 16 at 4 p.m. for their
Homecoming Service.

Study on Wednesday at 7

courages the youth of the

His

and 7:30 p.m. respectively.

community to join them

The Bethel Metropoli

each Wednesday at 7 p.m.

pates great things for his

on to share the stage with

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church extends an
invitation to join us in the
celebration, cultivation and

ics alike and earned an

2005 release on Sony/

some of the finest artists in

communication

rived in gospel in a big way

array of awards and nomi

Integrity.

the world, in every musical

Word.

Urban Music, of the
upcoming showcase. "We

in 1999 with their plat

nations - including three

Gospel sensation Kim

genre, including Yolanda

The doors of God’s

tan Church family will fel

for Teen Summit. The age

Grammy

Grammy nominations, two

Burrell captivated her first

Adams, Mary Mary, Des

House in the city are open

lowship with Mt. Calvary

for

will have spectacular new

winning debut, Thankful.

Stellar Awards and seven

audience when she was

tiny's Child, India.Arie,

for both 8 and 11 a.m. ser-

Baptist Church on Sunday,

ministry is five to 18 years.

releases on Mary Mary,

They followed that splash

Dove Awards. The tradition

barely a year old, and she's

John Mellencamp, Don

Kim Burrell, Anointed,

with

Incredible.

continues with Now Is The

been on a roll ever since.

Henley, Sting and others.

BeBe Winans, Tye Tribbett

Helmed by superproducers

Time, slated for release on

Burrell stepped onto the

Christian music. The duo

Tara Griggs-

Campbell, known to music

has defied categories,
wowed audiences and crit

Magee, Executive Vice-

lovers as Mary Mary, ar

President, Gospel, Sony

ly,"

says

Erica

and Tina

inum-selling,

2002's

Award-winning songwriter/producer David Foster.
Tribbett and G.A. would go

of

Our Youth Ministry en

this , youth-oriented

PDAYIlD HELP<5

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713
(727)

898-5571

•

Fax:

(727)

898-5581

•

gwcc@email.com

• 10:00am
• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &

Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...

yl Church That Makes >1 Difference!

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School ........................................ 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service...................................... 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, PrayerMeeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

(fact
Pillar and the Ground of Truth
930 - 18th Street South • St.

Saint John Prinjitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School 9:45 am
Mid-Morning
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church
"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

rf *

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

James w. Paschal

Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm

Pastor

Come expecting a miracle!

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643
email: jpaschal@verizon.net

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Church School ................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class............9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship.................10:30 A.M.
Prayer / Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 PM.

Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 PM.

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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KM 51M MM SM HIM DEMI
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am • 11:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

“God’s House j

The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
(Cammunttg (£hurdj

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin ......................................................................... Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry........................................................................................................... James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry .................................................................................... . Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry........................................................................................ ........................ Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

VISIT YOUR
HOUSE OF
WORSHIP THIS
WEEK, WHERE
THE “SON”
ALWAYS
SHINES!
Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church

“ft church working togetherfor the upbuihting of (Jod's kingdom”

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
Elder: Tony Smith

M
h

IK

W
B

|LJ

C

900 - 16th Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Homing 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

J

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street
Church Os God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
"A New Beginning In Christ"

4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address; P.O. Box 14542 • StIPetersburg, FL 33733-4542

Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God.n

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Friendship

1
I

Sunday School................................................ ...9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.......................................... ..11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer...................... ...6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study............... ...7:30 p.m.

TM&-

Missionary Baptist
3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Moward
Cad: 727 895-5239

‘Woman After
(jod's
OwnJfeart...

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study-

Schedule of Services
Church School
........... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................ 5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday.......... .. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

“One weekjrom church makes one weak. ”

Spirituady Connected
Cadfor (Prayers dr
‘Testimonies

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

CfteateA. Kino

jedeiuwdioeud QUwrck
2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Early Morning Worship..............................................................7:00a.m.
Sunday School............................................,........................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................................................................ 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................................................... 4:30p.m.
Communion............................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.................................................... ..................... 7:30 p.m.

Rev. G. M. Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday
8am, 10am Morning Worship
lst & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Monday

Wednesday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727)896-5228

Rev. Inella Paris
Assistant Pastor

- ail otfan.

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Church School..................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service.... 10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service................. 6:30pm
Bible Study.................... ...7pm

Baptist Institutional Church

3144 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL

PHONE: 323-751 8

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

a.m.

V

Monday. Wednesday. Saturday
6am Prayer

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Your Church Ad Could Be

Join us os we Gjt up the. name ofJesus

Here Working Tor You!
Email Your Ad to:

PRAYER HELPS!

smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

?N(NG WORSHIP - 11:OO A.M.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Thursday

it tot&iny ocuui....

Sunday Services:

— 9:30

The church where what God’s word teaches
15 practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Beil, Pastor

Scheduled Services -Sunday

(fdtiit tde Mtot

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service ^io:oo a.m.
Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at '6:30 p.m.

t

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus"

Phone: 727.895.7700

School

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Class.................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................ 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship............................. 5:00p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class......... 7:00 p.m.

All Worship Services are held at:

unday

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

st

Early Morning Worship ....................................... 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................................................ 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ......................................... 6:00 p.m.
tgptKB
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ........................ 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service...................................................................6:00p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid-Week Service.............................................................7:00p.m.
Pastor
Ay Male Bible Study, Thursday....................................6:30p.m.
j

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

r|

1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

Pentecostal Teipple Cljurclf of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Community Bible Study Tuesday
7:30 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
7:30 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer
Saturday
5:45 a.m.

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

USh

F CQR1DA

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
7-11-19
■ ■
. w

LOTTO

25-37-40

|^=F^

r

"IWiezi Foh Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

AU Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

(727) 433-1349

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency
Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life*Health«Dental«Vision
Disability«Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

Bonded & Insured

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

DO YOU WANT TO EARN
MORE MONEY?
• Get your high school diploma by attending
FREE GED classes.
• FREE Child Care and Transportation are also
provided.
• Learn how to help your child in school.
Call EVEN START #(727) 552-1568
For the class near you.

PUBLIC NOTICE
. .
.. ....
.
Notice is hereby given that the City of St. Petersburg anticipates receiving federal tunding in r i
2005/06 under the Community Development Block Grant ($2,563,713), Emergency Shelter Grant
($99,334), Home Investment Partnership ($1,377,739) and American Dream Down Payment
($52,144) grant programs. In addition, $1,108,000 in program income is anticipated to be generat-

CDBG funds must be used to address one of the national the CDBG program: a) principally
benefit low- and moderate-income persons; and/or b) eliminate slums and blight. In addition, a
project must also be an eligible activity under the Federal regulations of the CDBG program. These
activities include acquisition of property, relocation of occupants of property acquired, rehabilita
tion and preservation of property, public facilities and improvements, clearance, public services,
home ownership assistance, match for other federal programs, code enforcement, economic devel
opment, removal of architectural barriers, historic preservation, and interim assistance.
HOME and American Dream Down Payment funds may be used for home ownership assistance
and for acquisition, construction and/or rehabilitation of housing which is affordable to low-and
moderate-income persons, including supportive transitional and permanent housing for special
needs populations.
ESG funds are used to provide services to the homeless, operational funding for shelters, and

The Hospice
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977
A Unique Profession!1

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs

(FL License Required)
&HHAJCNAS

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith @tampabay.rr.com

CA$H 3
658 942 300

MEET
VOUR
MATCH

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

rehabilitation of facilities for the homeless.
On Monday, January 24, 2005 at 6:00 P.M. a public hearing will be held to obtain input from
citizens concerning the City's community development and housing needs, how these needs should
be addressed in the future, and how the City has performed in implementing its past Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment Partnership (HOME), State Housing
Initiatives Partnership (SHIP), and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) programs. All interested per
sons are invited to attend the public forum to be held at the Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg. Any secular, nonprofit agency interested in proposing a project for funding
(including HOME/CHDO projects and programs) may obtain an application form by attending the
forum or an application workshop to be held on Wednesday, February 9, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. at the
Wildwood Community Center, 1000 28th Street South, St. Petersburg. Application forms will also
be available after January 25, 2005 at the Department of Housing and Community Development,
440 Second Avenue North and on the City's website at www.stpete.org.
All completed applications for funding must be received at the Housing and Community
Development Department reception desk at 440 Second Avenue North, second floor, by 4:00 P.M.
on Friday, March 4, 2005 in order to be considered for funding. (FAX copies will not be accepted.)
For additional information concerning this notice, please contact the Department of Housing and
Community Development at 893-4159. Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommo
dations under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, please contact the City Clerk, 893-7202,
or call the TDD number, 892-5259, at least three business days in advance.
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There Is A Reason To Read
The Weekly Challenger

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only 24-hour
program that provides information &
referrals on local health/human servic
es, volunteer opportunities, donation
referrals, and crisis intervention/problem-solving counseling for individuals.

Cell phone users must dial (727) 5621542.

The Weekly Challenger
Honors the Memory of
Dr. M.L. King, Jr.

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) You will be popular with acquain

WttMg

tances; however, loved ones could feel left out and insecure. You
will accomplish the most in the work environment this week.

You will attract potential lovers, but be sure that they're unat
tached. Communications with loved ones may be strained.

TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Your ability to be a self starter will
help get things done and motivate others. You may be tired of
working for someone else. Don't let your personal partner hold
you back. You need to control your temper and deal with the sit
uation rationally.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Deceit with coworkers is apparent.
Don't let your partner get you going. You are best to travel or
attend lectures or seminars. You will find that valuable knowl
edge can be gained if you are willing to listen. Travel will also

be very informative.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Try not to discuss important mat
ters with colleagues. Think twice before you say something you

might regret later. Be careful not to overexert yourself. You will
meet new romantic partners if you get involved in seminars or
travel.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Accept the inevitable and continue to do
your job. Be wary of those who have overly strong convictions.
Be sure to cover all the necessary groundwork before signing
binding contracts. Give everyone in the house a physical chore
that will help burn off some of the excess energy.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) You may have taken on a little too
much, but you will enjoy every minute of it. You may be able to
impart knowledge that's innovative to those searching for a new
angle. You can dazzle members of the opposite sex with your

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Friends may not understand your
situation. Don't hesitate to talk to your partner about rekindling

your relationship. Don't take your frustrations out on the ones
you love. Spend some time with the one you love. Pleasure trips
will be satisfying.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Take a look at your legal
position. You will be attracted to unusual forms of entertainment
and foreign cultures. You can do well on stage or behind the
scenes, the choice is yours. Either way, you're up for a passion
ate encounter with someone special.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) You need to do your own thing
and work on making yourself the best you can be. You will have
a problem with your boss if you haven't done your job. Children

or friends may try to talk you into lending them money. Try look
ing into new ways to make extra money.

800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)

Family Resources
Counseling:

(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

$15.00 - 6 Months
Name:

Address:

_

Citv/State/Zip:

Phone #:

Date Paid:

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

$30 - Yearly

(or)

New Subscription:___

(or)

Check #

Cash
■

Renewal:___

III

J

Amount Paid: $

Comments:

e Wrcklg (ftiialktujrr

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Enlist the aid of family members

Give Us a Call — You’ll Be Glad You Did

and consider the feelings of your mate. Family may not want to
get involved but an entrepreneur will. The answers can only

(727) - 822-8996

come from within. You should spend your day trying to get

CALLTODAY

things completed at work.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Travel for pleasure will be enticing.
Involvement in financial schemes will be followed by losses.
Social activity should be on your agenda. You may be overly

Subscription Cost:

The Runaway Hotline:

quick wit and aggressive charm. Joining organizations will pro

vide you with stimulating romantic contacts.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You can come up with ways of earn
ing extra cash. Concentrate on work or make changes to your
self. Insincere gestures of friendliness are likely to occur. Visit
friends or relatives who have been confirmed.

2500 M, L. King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax:(727) 823-2568

Make Checks Pavable to: The Weekly rt>^unger

"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger1'

emotional when dealing with your mate.
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WAL-MART IS WORKING
FOR EVERYONE.
Some of our critics are working only for themselves.
— Iff Scott, President and CEO, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc
January 13,2005

A

<>s one of the world’s most visible companies, Wal-Mart expects attention and criticism. When the criticism,is
warranted, we use it as a tool to improve the way we operate.
But when special-interest groups and critics spread misinformation about Wal-Mart, the public deserves to hear the
truth. In other words, everyone is entitled to their own opinions about our company, but they are not entitled to make up
their own facts.

The truth is Wal-Mart provides great value for customers, opportunities for our workforce, economic support for
communities and a helping hand for charities across America. We work hard to make life better for everyone.
Can our critics truly say the same?
Wal-Mart is committed to those who shop with us every day — many of whom depend on us to provide value for the
products they want at the lowest prices possible. Last year, more than 90 percent of Americans — 270 million people
— chose to shop at Wal-Mart

Wal-Mart is also working for our associates. It’s time to set the record straight with the real facts about Wal-Mart as a
place to work, presented by the people who know — not by people who presume to know.

Wal-Mart provides good jobs with excellent advancement
opportunities to our 1.2 million U.S. associates.
• This year, we plan to create more than 100,000
new jobs in the United States. It takes a lot of talent to
fuel that growth, which in turn offers advancement
opportunity for associates who want to run some of our
58 in-store departments or move into management

• We promote from within. Seventy-six percent of
our store management team started at Wal-Mart in
hourly positions.
• Our average wage for full-time hourly store
associates — such as cashiers, stockers and sales
associates — is almost twice the federal minimum wage.
• Wal-Mart benefits — available to full- and part-time
associates — include healthcare insurance with no
lifetime maximum. Associate premiums begin at less than
$40 per month for an individual and less than $155 per
month for a family, no matter how large.
• Other benefits include a profit-sharing/401(k) plan,
merchandise discounts, company-paid life insurance,
vacation pay and pay differential for those in active military
service. More than half of our associates own company
stock through our associate purchase plan.

• Seventy-four percent of Wal-Mart’s hourly associates
in tiie United States work full-time. That’s well above the
20 - 40 percent typically found in the retail industry.
• Our workforce is unique in its size and diversity
—from full-time career professionals to students working
their way through college, from senior citizens seeking a
break from retirement to people with disabilities.

Given these facts, it is no surprise that more than
half of the associates we surveyed said the benefits
package, including healthcare, was a very important
factor in their decision to accept a position at Wal-Mart

Thank you for being open to the facts about Wal-Mart.
You can learn more at a Web site we are launching today
— www.walmartfacts.com.

Sincerely,

s?

Lee Scott
President and CEO
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

WAL*MART
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One man taught us never to look at a person's color.

Celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Publix
visit us at www.publix.com

WHERE

SHOPPING

IS

A

PLEASURE*
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